
Summary of Incidents in 2010

Ref. Month Region Chemical Category Species Comments
10002 January Dumfries & 

Galloway
carbosulfan 
carbofuran

abuse red kite This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation

10003 January Grampian brodifacoum 
bromadiolone

unknown barn owl This bird was found dead in a barn; the finder was concerned 
that it may have been poisoned.  Low level residues of 
brodifacoum and bromadiolone were confirmed in liver tissue 
from the bird.      

10004 January Highland brodifacoum 
bromadiolone

starvation wood pigeon Over 70 wood pigeons were found dead in a field.  Two 
carcases were submitted for examination and the post mortem 
examination findings suggested that starvation was the possible 
cause of death.  Very low level residues of brodifacoum and 
bromadiolone were confirmed in liver tissue from one bird.

10018 February Highland bromadiolone unknown dog Sudden onset of malaise in one dog in a household.  The 
analytical investigation has confirmed a low residue of 
bromadiolone in liver tissue from the dog.  The presence of the 
chemical is indicative of exposure to the chemical although the 
cause of the dog's death is uncertain.  

10022 February Dumfries & 
Galloway

bromadiolone 
difenacoum

trauma buzzard Although this bird was found dead at the roadside there was 
concern that it may have been poisoned.  However, the 
analytical investigation confirmed the presence of low, level 
residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum in liver tissue from the 
bird. 

10023 February Tayside difenacoum approved 2 cereal samples These samples were recovered by SGRPID inspectors.  They 
were concerned that they may have been laid as illegal baits.  
One sample was found to contain difenacoum.  No pesticides 
were identified on the other sample.  A letter has been issued to 
the farmer reminding him of his obligations regarding the safe 
use of anticoagulant rodenticides.    
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10024 February Dumfries & 

Galloway
bromadiolone 
difenacoum

disease buzzard This bird was found alive but died overnight.  The post mortem 
examination findings indicated that parasitism was the likely 
cause of death.  The opportunity was taken to screen for 
evidence of exposure to anticoagulant rodenticides.  Very low 
residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum were confirmed in 
liver tissue from the bird.

10025 February Central brodifacoum 
bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unspecified 2 foxes Reports of three dead foxes in the same area.  However, only 2 
carcases were recovered by Scottish SPCA.  The post mortem 
examination findings indicated that anticoagulant rodenticide 
probably contributed to the cause of death.  The analytical 
investigation confirmed that suspicion.  The source of the 
rodenticides remains unknown. 

10027 February Tayside bromadiolone 
difenacoum

trauma barn owl Two barn owl carcases were found in a plastic bag at the side of 
the road.  The post mortem examination findings indicated that 
trauma was the likely cause of death.  The opportunity was 
taken to screen for evidence of exposure to anticoagulant 
rodenticides.  Very low residues of bromadiolone and 
difenacoum were confirmed in liver tissue from one bird.

10028 February Tayside bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unspecified buzzard This bird was found dead beside a river.  The analytical 
investigation was limited to testing for evidence of exposure to 
anticoagulant rodenticides.  The analysis confirmed the 
presence of a high level residue of difenacoum and a low level 
residue of bromadiolone. It was concluded that rodenticides 
contributed to the death of this bird

10029 February Tayside bromadiolone trauma buzzard Bird found dead. The post mortem examination revealed 
damage to the left wing and fresh food in the gullet.  However, 
the analytical investigation only confirmed the presence of a low 
level residue of bromadiolone in liver tissue.
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10033 March Grampian bromadiolone 

difenacoum
unspecified dog A previously healthy dog died suddenly, following the onset of 

vomiting and convulsions.  An extensive analytical investigation 
identified high level residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum in 
liver tissue.  It is suspected that exposure to these chemicals 
contributed to the death of this dog.

10037 March Strathclyde bromadiolone trauma buzzard This buzzard was found dead on the road.  Liver tissue was 
submitted for anticoagulant rodenticide analysis.  A low residue 
of bromadiolone was detected.

10042 March Border brodifacoum 
bromadiolone

unknown buzzard This bird was found dead close to a fence.  The analytical 
investigation confirmed the presence of low level residues of the 
anticoagulant rodenticides brodifacoum and bromadiolone in 
liver tissue.

10043 February Tayside bromadiolone unspecified dog This dog had a 2 week history of subcutaneous haemorrhage 
and possible melaena; anticoagulant rodenticide poisoning was 
suspected.  The analytical investigation confirmed the presence 
of a low level residue of bromadiolone in liver tissue.  The source 
of the chemical is unknown. 

10044 March Dumfries & 
Galloway

carbosulfan 
carbofuran

abuse buzzard This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation

10046 March Strathclyde sodium cyanide 
aluminium 
phosphide

misuse chemicals This incident is the subject of an ongoing Scottish SPCA and 
police investigation

10047 March Highland bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unknown buzzard This buzzard was found tied by the feet and hanging upside 
down from a tree.  The analytical investigation failed to provide 
any evidence to implicate pesticide poisoning but confirmed the 
presence of low level residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum 
in liver tissue.

10049 March Highland carbofuran abuse 2 buzzards This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation
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10053 March Grampian bromadiolone 

difenacoum
unspecified red kite There was concern that this red kite from the 2009 release 

programme may have been poisoned.  The analytical 
investigation identified low level residues of bromadiolone and 
difenacoum in liver tissue from the bird.  However, the combined 
total indicates that rodenticide poisoning probably contributed to 
the death of the bird.

10054 March Strathclyde brodifacoum 
bromadiolone 
difenacoum 
flocoumafen

misuse pig This piglet escaped from its enclosure and was found rooting 
about underneath a derelict caravan.  The owner had only 
recently moved to the farm and was concerned that the pig may 
have eaten rat poison after blue grain and baits were found 
under the caravan.  Residues of 4 anticoagulant rodenticides 
were confirmed in liver tissue from the piglet.  

10056 March Grampian bromadiolone 
difenacoum

starvation buzzard Buzzard found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  The 
analytical investigation failed to provide any evidence to 
implicate pesticide poisoning but confirmed the presence of low 
residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum in liver tissue.

10057 April Dumfries & 
Galloway

difenacoum trauma 2 buzzards These birds were found dead in an area where raptor 
persecution was suspected.  The post mortem examination 
findings were indicative of trauma associated with gun shot 
wounds being responsible for the death of these birds.  The 
opportunity was taken to test for evidence of exposure to 
anticoagulant rodenticides.  The analysis confirmed the 
presence of residues of difenacoum in liver tissue from both 
birds. 

10058 April Lothian aldicarb          
aldicarb sulfoxide 
(bromadiolone)

abuse peregrine falcon This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10060 April Lothian bromadiolone 
difenacoum

disease sparrowhawk Sparrowhawk found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  
However, the post mortem examination findings indicated that 
disease was the likely cause of death in this instance.  Low 
residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum were detected in liver 
tissue from the bird.
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10065 March Strathclyde bromadiolone starvation buzzard Starvation was identified as the likely cause of death in this 

incident.  The opportunity was taken to test for the presence of 
anticoagulant rodenticides.  A low residue of bromadiolone was 
detected in liver tissue. 

10070 April Dumfries & 
Galloway

carbosulfan 
carbofuran

abuse crow This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10072 April Border brodifacoum    
difenacoum

unspecified sparrowhawk Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  The analytical 
investigation confirmed the presence of a significant residue of 
brodifacoum and a low residue of difenacoum in liver tissue from 
this sparrowhawk.

10073 April Tayside bromadiolone unknown buzzard Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  The analytical 
investigation confirmed the presence of a low residue of 
bromadiolone in liver tissue.

10074 April Fife difenacoum unknown buzzard Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  The analytical 
investigation confirmed the presence of a low residue of 
difenacoum in liver tissue from the buzzard.

10076 April Strathclyde brodifacoum unknown buzzard This bird was found dead beside a waste bin near a road.  The 
analytical investigation has confirmed the presence of a low 
residue of brodifacoum in liver tissue.  The cause of death has 
not been established.

10077 April Strathclyde bromadiolone 
difenacoum

trauma 2 sparrowhawk These sparrowhawks were found dead beside a waste bin near 
a road (see 10176 also).  Analytical tests have revealed low 
residues of bromadiolone and difenacoum in one bird and a low 
residue of bromadiolone only in the other.  The post mortem 
examination findings indicated that trauma was the likely cause 
of death. 

10078 April Dumfries & 
Galloway

DDT           dieldrin 
bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unknown buzzard There was concern that this buzzard may have been poisoned.  
The analytical investigation failed to confirm that suspicion but 
revealed the presence of low residues of the persistent 
organochlorine insecticides DDE and dieldrin and the 
anticoagulant rodenticides bromadiolone and difenacoum.

10081 April Dumfries & 
Galloway

sodium cyanide abuse chemical This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation



Summary of Incidents in 2010

Ref. Month Region Chemical Category Species Comments
10082 April Dumfries & 

Galloway
difenacoum unknown buzzard This bird was found dead.  However, no evidence of pesticide 

poisoning was uncovered.  A low residue of difenacoum was 
identified in liver tissue.

10084 May Highland aldicarb          abuse golden eagle This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10085 May Strathclyde bromadiolone unknown dog Sudden death of a previously healthy dog.  The post mortem 
examination findings raised the possibility of anticoagulant 
rodenticide poisoning being responsible for the death.  A low 
residue of bromadiolone was confirmed in liver tissue.  Whilst 
the presence of the residue was considered to be indicative of 
exposure to the chemical bromadiolone was not thought to have 
caused the dog's death.

10087 April Grampian bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unknown buzzard This was the second buzzard found dead in woodland.  There 
was concern that it may have been the victim of pesticide 
poisoning.  However, only low residues of bromadiolone and 
difenacoum were confirmed in liver tissue. 

10088 April Grampian bromadiolone unknown buzzard Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  The analytical 
investigation failed to confirm that suspicion but revealed a low 
residue of bromadiolone in liver tissue from the bird

10090 May Highland carbofuran abuse golden eagle, 
sparrowhawk, buzzard

This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10092 May Lothian aldicarb 
(bromadiolone)

abuse peregrine falcon This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10093 May Dumfries & 
Galloway

bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unknown buzzard Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  However the 
analytical investigation only revealed low residues of 
bromadiolone and difenacoum in liver tissue from the bird.

10095 May Highland carbofuran abuse golden eagle This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.
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10096 May Dumfries & 

Galloway
bromadiolone 
brodifacoum 
difenacoum

unspecified 
(unknown)

barn owl                          (2 
sparrowhawk, tawny owl)

These bird carcases were recovered from a freezer during a 
police investigation.  The analytical investigation failed to provide 
any evidence to implicate pesticide poisoning with the death of 
these birds.  The opportunity was taken to test for residues of 
anticoagulant rodenticide.  The analysis confirmed residues of 
bromadiolone in liver tissue from all of the birds plus residues of 
brodifacoum and difenacoum in one of the sparrowhawks.  The 
bromadiolone residue detected in the barn owl indicated that 
rodenticide poisoning probably contributed to the bird's death.    

10098 May Tayside bromadiolone trauma crow and several 
suspected rabbit baits

These carcases were found near a disused crow cage trap.  The 
analytical investigation failed to provide any evidence to 
implicate pesticide abuse.  Only a low residue of bromadiolone 
was confirmed in liver tissue from the crow.

10100 May Tayside carbofuran abuse gloves etc. This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10102 May Tayside carbofuran 
(bromadiolone)

abuse red kite This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10104 March Tayside bromadiolone 
difenacoum

unknown buzzard This was a thin bird that was found dead; the carcase was 
submitted for anticoagulant rodenticide analysis.  Low residues 
of bromadiolone and difenacoum were confirmed in liver tissue.

10106 March Tayside bromadiolone trauma tawny owl Found dead.  The post mortem examination findings indicated 
that the cause of death was likely to be associated with trauma.  
A low residue of bromadiolone was revealed in liver tissue from 
the bird.

10108 May Highland aldicarb 
carbofuran 
carbosulfan

abuse red kite This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.
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10109 May Highland brodifacoum trauma red kite Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  However the 

analytical investigation only revealed a residue of brodifacoum in 
liver tissue from the bird.

10112 May Highland carbofuran abuse red kite This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10113 May Highland aldicarb abuse red kite This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10114 May Central aluminium 
phosphide

abuse 3 fox cubs, 3 lambs and 
soil

This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10115 May Grampian DDT          
difenacoum

unknown sparrowhawk Found dead in woodland; pesticide poisoning suspected.  
However, on this occasion only low residues of the persistent 
organochlorine insecticide DDE and the anticoagulant 
rodenticide difenacoum were identified.  

10119 June Border brodifacoum starvation buzzard This buzzard was found dead beside a path in a popular dog 
walking area.  Although the post mortem examination findings 
suggested starvation was the likely cause of death an analytical 
investigation was undertaken to eliminate the possibility of 
pesticide poisoning being implicated.  However, only a low 
residue of brodifacoum was confirmed.

10120 June Highland bromadiolone unknown red kite Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  However, the 
analytical investigation only confirmed the presence of a low 
residue of bromadiolone. 

10121 May Grampian chloralose abuse egg shells This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.

10123 June Highland carbofuran abuse sea eagle,              golden 
eagle

This incident is the subject of an ongoing police investigation.
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10127 June Strathclyde diazinon veterinary use raven Two ravens found by a gamekeeper.  There was concern that 

they may have been poisoned.  The post mortem examination 
revealed the presence of lamb tissue in one raven.  This raised 
concerns about the possibility of exposure to recently dipped 
lambs.  The analytical investigation confirmed a residue of 
diazinon in the bird that had ingested the lamb tissue.  No 
diazinon was detected in the other raven.  A field investigation 
has confirmed that sheep in the area had been dipped with 
"Paracide Plus" which contains diazinon prior to when the raven 
was found.  

10129 May Grampian anticoagulant 
rodenticide

approved dog This dog died, despite prompt veterinary treatment, as a result of 
ingesting a substantial quantity of rat poison.  No tissues were 
submitted for analysis but a field investigation undertaken by 
SGRPID staff confirmed that two anticoagulant rodenticide 
formulations were in use on the premises.  The officer was 
content that these were being used responsibly.

10130 June Grampian DDT unknown buzzard Found dead; pesticide poisoning suspected.  However on a low 
residue of the persistent organochlorine insecticide DDE was 
detected in liver tissue.

10132 May Highland Difenacoum 
Flocoumafen

unknown buzzard Found dead.  The analytical investigation failed to provide any 
evidence to implicate pesticide poisoning with this incident.  Low 
residues of difenacoum and flocoumafen were detected in liver 
tissue from the bird.


