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For some, the number 13 is associated with misfortune. Sadly, for those 
who love birds, we have just cause to mark 2013 as a dark year for hen 
harriers. This was not bad luck. The failure of any hen harriers to breed 
successfully in England in 2013 is primarily the result of years of illegal 
persecution on intensively managed grouse moors, which also affects 
populations in southern and eastern Scotland.

Four years ago, over 230,000 
people in the UK signed an 
RSPB pledge which was handed 
in to the UK Government, 
asking for an end to bird of prey 
persecution. Yet the persecution 
continues. There is a growing 
sense of outrage about the 
increasing destruction of our 
rare upland wildlife and habitats 
through continued illegal 
killing of protected species 
and increasingly intensive 
management practices, which 
degrade habitats, reduce water 
quality and increase greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Hen harriers are one of the most 
intensively persecuted birds of 
prey on UK grouse moors, and 
we are in danger of losing them 
as a breeding species in England. 
Whilst harriers remain on the 
brink, we can celebrate the nest 
protection efforts which have 
produced four successful hen 
harrier nests this season. We also 
have cause to celebrate where 
white-tailed eagles, red kites and 
buzzards have returned to the 
British landscape. Nonetheless, 

some areas remain out of bounds 
to these species, and others 
are still threatened by illegal 
persecution. The photographs 
of dead eagles, kites, harriers, 
goshawks, buzzards and other 
birds of prey that litter the pages 
of this report, and those of 
previous years, are testament to 
the fact that killing goes on.

In Birdcrime 2012, we challenged 
grouse moor owners and 
managers to respect the law, 
allow birds of prey to flourish  
and demonstrate sustainable  
land management practices.  
We also challenged governments 
across the UK to demonatrate 
commitment and action to tackle 
illegal persecution.

Unfortunately, not enough has 
been done.

We need a positive response 
to the key recommendations 
of the House of Commons 
Environmental Audit Committee’s 
2012 inquiry into wildlife crime, 
such as more stringent controls 
on possession of pesticides and 

the introduction of an offence of 
“vicarious liability” in England. 

In Scotland, we have reasons to 
be more optimistic. The Scottish 
Government is acting to address 
the situation, with work underway 
to review wildlife crime penalties, 
to undertake a review of hunting 
licence systems throughout 
Europe, and to investigate the 
removal of open general licences 
for predator control where wildlife 
crimes have taken place. In 
addition, the Lord Advocate has 
instructed prosecutors in the 
Wildlife and Environmental Crime 
Unit to work with Police Scotland 
to ensure that law enforcement 
utilises all investigative tools at 
its disposal in the fight against 
wildlife crime.

Actions have been spurred on 
by the public outrage generated 
by the recent horror of a mass 
poisoning event of at least  
16 red kites and buzzards in  
Ross-shire, which led to the 
discovery of 16 dead red kites and 
six buzzards. For the first time we 
saw members of the public taking 
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to the streets to demonstrate for 
an end to the killing. Elsewhere, 
hundreds of people joined rallies 
in northern England in support 
of Hen Harrier Day and tens of 
thousands of people showed their 
support through social media. 

Awareness of illegal persecution 
is also growing among 
consumers, evident in the “Turn 
Your Back on Grouse” campaign 
being developed by the Ethical 
Consumer and the welcome 
decision by Marks and Spencer 
not to stock red grouse in their 
stores until enough responsibly 
sourced birds can be found.

The RSPB is doing what it can to 
help hen harriers, from working 

with the police to catch criminals, 
to reaching out to the next 
generation of gamekeepers.   
Through our award-winning 
Skydancer project, we are also 
working to inspire more support 
from communities to save hen 
harriers and other birds of prey.

The RSPB is urging political 
parties to introduce licensing of 
driven grouse shooting after the 
election, to improve the condition 
of our uplands and protect birds 
of prey. We continue our efforts to 
work with organisations from the 
shooting community which are 
opposed to the illegal persecution 
of birds of prey and to urge Defra 
to ensure the promised hen 
harrier recovery plan is robust 

and will drive hen harrier recovery 
by tackling the root cause: illegal 
persecution.

Public desire for the return of our 
cherished bird of prey populations 
is now at an all time high. We 
look forward to uniting with the 
organisations which are opposed 
to illegal persecution, and bringing 
forward the changes needed to 
ensure legitimate businesses are 
free from association with this 
dark shadow that hangs over the 
shooting community. Together, 
we can finally consign bird of prey 
persecution to the history books.

Hundreds of people demonstrated against the killing of hen harriers on Hen Harrier Day.



In 2013, there 
were 164 reports 
of shooting and 
destruction of 
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Summary 
of reported 
incidents in 2013 
Birdcrime is a unique publication. It is the only 
centralised source of incident data for wild bird 
crime in the UK. The RSPB does not record all 
categories of wild bird crime. Instead we focus  
on recording crimes that affect the conservation 
status of species, such as bird of prey persecution 
and threats to rare breeding birds.

This report summarises offences against wild  
bird legislation reported to the RSPB in 2013. 
Further copies are available on request from  
the RSPB Investigations Section at The Lodge, 
Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, or from the  
RSPB website rspb.org.uk
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Incidents are recorded in three 
categories:

Unconfirmed
The circumstances indicate an 
illegal act has possibly taken place.

Probable
The circumstances indicate  
that by far the most likely 
explanation is that an illegal  
act has taken place.

Confirmed
The circumstances indicate 
an illegal act has taken place. 
These incidents are typically 
substantiated by evidence such 
as post-mortem or toxicological 
analysis (eg shooting and 
poisoning cases), or reliable 
eyewitness evidence. 

During 2013 the RSPB received: 

74 reports of 
poisoning
In 2013, there were 74 reports 
of poisoning incidents, including 
48 confirmed incidents of abuse 
(see Appendix IV) involving the 
confirmed poisonings of at least 
76 individual birds or animals.

164 reports of 
shooting and 
destruction of  
birds of prey
These include the confirmed 
shooting of at least 49 individual 
birds of prey.

Summary of reported  
incidents in 2013

14 nest robbery 
incidents
These include three confirmed 
and four probable nest robberies 
from Schedule 1 species.  
One of the confirmed cases 
involved the robbery of at least  
50 little tern nests. 

14 reports related to the illegal 
disturbance or photography of 
Schedule 1 birds.

29 reports of illegal 
taking, possession or 
sale of birds of prey. 

There were 36 reports of illegal 
taking, possession or sale of wild 
birds other than birds of prey, 
predominantly finches.

It’s only a fraction
We believe that these published 
figures represent only a fraction 
of the number of incidents in each 
category. Many remain undetected 
and unreported, particularly 
those that occur in remote areas. 
Persecution continues to have 
a conservation-level impact on 
several priority species, such as 
the golden eagle and hen harrier.

The UK breakdown of reported 
bird of prey persecution incidents 
published in this report shows 
that 54% occurred within 
England, 27% in Scotland, 10% 
in Wales and 8% in Northern 
Ireland. 2% occurred in an 
unknown location in the UK. 

32 individual 
prosecutions
In 2013, the RSPB received 
information on 32 individual 
prosecutions involving wild birds. 
These cases involved a total of 
139 charges, of which 118 were 
proven. Fines for the year totalled 
£21,285 and four people were  
given prison sentences (two  
of which were suspended  
sentences). 

The figures in Birdcrime may vary 
from other published reports, 
because data sets compiled for 
different purposes, using very 
different methods, are unlikely 
to be directly comparable. The 
RSPB has been recording wildlife 
crimes for several decades using 
a consistent recording format, 
to allow long-term trends to be 
detected. Consequently, there 
will be some variation in how 
incidents are recorded, assessed 
and categorised. For example, the 
RSPB is currently the only agency 
to have a standardised method of 
reporting wildlife poisoning cases 
from information published by the 
UK government, which is supplied 
as pesticide analysis data rather 
than crime data.

Because of the ad hoc way in 
which offences are discovered, 
the conclusions that can be drawn 
from annual crime figures alone 
will always be limited. A much 
more complete picture of the 
impact that these crimes have can 
be gauged though the systematic 
study of bird populations.  
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Summary of reported incidents in 2012

For example, Scottish Natural 
Heritage’s (SNH) “framework” 
analyses of golden eagles  
(see Birdcrime 2009) and hen 
harriers (see Birdcrime 2010)  
are both rigorous long-term 
studies that demonstrate the 
severe effects that illegal killing  
is having on national populations 
of these species.
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There is clear evidence of a link between raptor persecution and grouse moor management (page 14).
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Assessment of  
progress
Birdcrime 2011 challenged the 
Governments in England and 
Wales to change the behaviour of 
those responsible for committing 
crimes against wild birds by 
improving wildlife laws and 
reforming policing of wildlife 
crime. Birdcrime 2012 updated 
the progress (or lack of it) that had 
been made following the House 
of Commons Environmental 
Audit Committee (EAC) report 
on wildlife crime, and the Law 
Commission’s interim findings 
of its review of wildlife law. We 
await the publication of the Law 
Commission’s draft wildlife bill 
with interest. 

Here we present again our 
Manifesto for Change that 
outlines the improvements that 
need to be made to improve  
the protection of wild birds,  
and to facilitate the prosecution  
of wildlife crime. There are  
some encouraging signs.  
A number of Police and Crime 
Commissioners (PCC) have held 
rural and wildlife crime seminars 
at which professionals and 
members of the public have had 
the opportunity to air their views. 
In September 2013, Derbyshire 
PCC Alan Charles hosted a Rural 
and Wildlife Crime Summit, 
involving representatives from  
a wide range of conservation and 
animal welfare organisations, local 
government officials, countryside 
organisations and the police. 

Following the event, Derbyshire 
Constabulary announced a 
number of measures they 

would be taking to improve their 
response to wildlife and rural 
crime, which included recruiting 
volunteers, updating training of 
WCOs, increasing awareness 
of wildlife crime within the 
police force and developing a 
communications strategy. 

The response from Derbyshire 
Constabulary is welcome and 
necessary in a county that suffers 
more than its fair share of raptor 
persecution crimes (see page 
18). We hope it will be replicated 
elsewhere. However, progress 
with other recommendations has 
been either slow or non-existent:

Recommendations 
enacted
None of the recommendations 
have been enacted by 
Government yet.

Good progress
To date, no good progress 
has been made on any of the 
recommendations.

Some progress
There are some Government 
actions to report. These are 
outlined below.

Recommendation 1: introduce 
offence of vicarious liability. 
There is strong evidence of a 
link between raptor persecution 
and land managed for driven 
grouse shooting in the uplands 
of England and parts of Scotland. 
Currently, the law does not target 
those who encourage or require 
their employees to break the  
law by killing birds of prey.  
An offence of “vicarious liability” 

was introduced in Scotland in 
2011, imposing criminal liability on 
persons whose employee, agent 
or contractor commits an offence. 
The RSPB believes it essential 
that those ultimately responsible 
for enterprises where raptor 
persecution has taken place 
should be made accountable. 

RSPB assessment: The 
Environmental Audit Committee 
(EAC) recommended that the 
Government should monitor the 
impact of vicarious liability in 
Scotland, and report back to the 
EAC in 12 months with a view 
to implementing it in England 
and Wales. But the Government 
said it would wait to see what 
the effect of prosecutions would 
be over several years. The Law 
Commission has recognised 
that criminal liability needs to 
be extended to cover employers 
but has opted for an offence of 
“knowingly permit” rather than 
create an offence of vicarious 
liability. However, such provisions 
already exist in some parts of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
and have proved ineffective. 

Recommendation 3: increase 
penalties available to courts  
for wildlife offences.  
The current maximum fine for 
offences tried in Magistrates’ 
Courts under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981, of £5,000 
and/or up to six months in prison, 
is inadequate. Penalties in the 
Magistrates’ Court should be 
increased to a maximum £50,000 
fine and/or up to 12 months in 
prison, and, in the Crown Court, 
unlimited fines and/or up to five 
years in prison. 
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RSPB assessment: The EAC 
asked the Government to 
review whether sentences were 
providing a sufficient deterrent 
but the Government deferred to 
the Law Commission review. The 
Law Commission acknowledged 
that the seriousness of some 
wildlife crime is not matched 
by the penalties available in 
the Magistrates’ Courts and 
recommends an option for some 
wildlife crimes to be triable on 
indictment at the Crown Court 
where higher penalties are 
available.

Recommendation 4: modernise 
regulation of game shooting. 
The UK is almost unique in Europe 
and North America in having 
no form of regulation of game 
shooting by individuals or service 
providers. An option to withdraw 
the “right” of an individual to 
shoot game, or businesses to 
supply shooting services, for a 

fixed period following conviction 
for a wildlife or environmental 
offence, should be considered. 

RSPB assessment: The Law 
Commission proposes regulation 
of hunting by means of licences. 
The RSPB has published 
principles for a licensing system 
and awaits details of the Law 
Commission proposals.

Recommendation 5: add 
“reckless” provisions to 
all “intentional” offences. 
“Reckless” provisions with 
respect to certain disturbance 
offences already exist. These 
originated from the failure of a 
number of wildlife cases where, 
although clear harm was done 
to protected species and the 
perpetrators appeared well 
aware of the risk of harm, it was 
not possible to prove beyond 
all reasonable doubt that they 
intended harm. The Scottish 

Government added “recklessly” 
to all “intentional” offences in 
2004 – this should be the case 
across the UK. 

RSPB assessment: The Law 
Commission proposes to 
define a new term to transpose 
“deliberate” offences as defined 
in the EU Directives. We await 
further details on this proposed 
definition to see how effective it 
could be.

Recommendation 7: task the 
National Crime Agency (NCA) 
with tackling serious and 
organised wildlife crime. 
The NCA commenced operations 
in 2013, with a remit to tackle 
serious and organised crime 
across the UK. The RSPB 
believes that some aspects of 
wildlife crime, including bird of 
prey persecution, fall into this 
category. Responsibility for 
leading enforcement efforts 

W
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Only in Scotland does the law target those who encourage their employees to kill birds of prey.
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should therefore lie with the 
NCA, with the NWCU providing 
intelligence support as required. 

RSPB assessment: The NCA 
began operations in September 
2013 and by October had already 
been involved in a seizure of 
Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
specimens, working alongside 
the Border Force and the NWCU. 
However, the NCA needs to 
expand its remit to include the 
investigation of the serious 
and organised nature of raptor 
persecution crimes.

Recommendation 9: prioritise 
enforcement in wildlife crime 
hotspots. Agreeing local policing 
priorities is properly done at 
individual force level, but the 
appointment of Police and 

Crime Commissioners should 
help ensure that the views of 
local communities and national 
policing priorities are taken into 
account. While wildlife crime 
is widespread, its impacts are 
often focussed in particular areas, 
depriving local communities of 
the spectacle of, and economic 
benefits that can flow from, 
the presence of spectacular 
wildlife. In such hotspots, policing 
resources need to be protected 
and, in some cases, increased,  
if wildlife crime is to be tackled. 

RSPB assessment: We are 
encouraged that some PCCs, 
for example Alan Charles in 
Derbyshire, have recognised the 
importance of tackling wildlife 
crime and are taking action, but 
we need more evidence that 
other PCCs are following suit.

Recommendation 10: use wildlife 
crime priority delivery groups to 
co-ordinate action. The UK wildlife 
crime priorities, which draw upon 
scientific evidence and prosecution 
data agreed by government and 
enforcement agencies, remain a 
necessary means of prioritising 
prevention, intelligence and 
enforcement activity. Delivery of 
the raptor persecution priority has 
been mixed, with good progress 
in Scotland but slower progress 
elsewhere. The delivery groups 
must be supported adequately 
by the police, with appropriate 
accountability arrangements. 

RSPB assessment: The England 
and Wales Raptor Persecution 
Priority Delivery Group has 
produced some maps to show 
where birds of prey have been 
poisoned. However, much more 
action is needed from this group.
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This red kite was poisoned by the pesticide Aldicarb in Lincolnshire in June 2013. It is just one of the 
20 red kites poisoned throughout the UK in 2013.
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No progress

Recommendation 2: enact 
possession controls on 
pesticides used to poison 
wildlife. The impact on birds 
of prey and other wildlife of 
illegal poisoning is of particular 
concern. It has often proved 
difficult to bring those responsible 
for such incidents to justice. 
The Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities (NERC) Act 
2006 prohibits the possession 
of certain listed pesticides 
without legitimate reason, but no 
proscribed pesticides are listed. 
The Scottish Government enacted 
similar legislation in 2004 with 
a proscribed list of pesticides, 
resulting in at least 14 successful 
convictions to date. Northern 
Ireland has introduced similar 
legislation without creating the 
schedule of pesticides. 

RSPB assessment: The EAC 
included a recommendation in 
its report that the Government 
should immediately produce 
an Order under the NERC 
Act proscribing possession of 
carbofuran and other similar 
substances in England and 
Wales, but Ministers declined the 
opportunity to strengthen controls 
on possession of pesticides. 
There has been no progress in 
Northern Ireland either.

Recommendation 6: secure the 
long-term future of the NWCU. 
The RSPB believes it is vital 
that the function of the NWCU 
is preserved, enhanced and 
adequately resourced, providing 
stability and enabling long-term 
operational planning to tackle  
the UK Government’s wildlife 
crime priorities. 
RSPB assessment: Funding 
secured until 2016 as part of the 

UK Government’s commitment to 
tackling illegal wildlife trade but 
no longer term commitment. 

Recommendation 8: enable 
Natural England to protect 
wildlife and the places where 
it lives more effectively. 
Legislation for dealing with illegal 
activity affecting protected sites 
is broadly fit-for-purpose, although 
enforcement powers should 
be standardised with those for 
species offences. Recent events 
suggest a presumption against 
taking robust enforcement 
action when damage occurs to 
protected sites in England. This is 
compounded by a lack of analysis 
of compliance with, and efficacy 
of, restoration orders. 

RSPB assessment: There has 
been no progress.

Recommendation 11: improve 
recording and reporting of 
wildlife crime. The RSPB believes 
that reliable data is essential in 
monitoring the extent of wildlife 
crime and whether enforcement 
and other measures are effective. 
However, statutory efforts to 
record wildlife crime remain 
disjointed and inconsistent. 
Serious wildlife crimes with major 
conservation impacts, such as 
the poisoning of eagles, should 
be recorded by the Home Office, 
in the same way as crimes such 
as minor theft. A reliable system 
for retrieving wildlife related 
prosecutions is also needed, to 
help provide sentencing advice for 
courts, and to assess sentencing 
consistency. 

RSPB assessment: There has 
been no progress.

Recommendation 12: improve 
co-ordination between 
statutory agencies. Significant 
sums of public money are 
provided to those managing 
the countryside through Single 
Farm Payments (SFPs). To target 
effectively, and penalise those 
involved in perpetrating wildlife 
crime, it is essential that the full 
range of relevant offences are 
covered by cross-compliance 
rules, and that the value of 
government interventions is 
maximised. For example, all 
wildlife crime cases occurring on 
land registered for SFP should be 
notified to the Rural Payments 
Agency as a matter of course. 

RSPB assessment: There has 
been no progress.

Recommendation 13: establish 
a Wildlife Crime Unit in 
Scotland. Combating wildlife 
crime has been signalled as a 
Scottish Government priority,  
and we welcome this support. 
With the formation of a single 
Scottish Police Service, Police 
Scotland, it is essential that full 
provision is made for effective 
wildlife crime enforcement.  
We recommend the 
establishment of a full-time,  
well-trained and flexible Wildlife 
Crime Unit, which is able to 
operate across the country, 
as well as the maintenance of 
the local Wildlife Crime Officer 
network. 

RSPB assessment: The status 
quo is maintained. Following the 
formation of Police Scotland there 
is one full time co-ordinator role 
and a number of full time WCOs 
across the new police divisions. 
The part-time WCO network 
remains in place. 
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Grouse moors and  
raptor persecution 

Over the years, a steady stream 
of grouse moor gamekeepers 
have been prosecuted for raptor 
persecution crimes (see page 
21). However, the remote nature 
of moorland habitats means that 
detection rates are low. What 
other evidence links grouse 
moors with raptor persecution? 

The police 
perspective
The National Wildlife Crime Unit 
(NWCU) is the specialist police 
body that deals with wildlife 
crime in the UK. Every two 
years it publishes its “Strategic 
Assessment”. In this document, 
it assesses the threats and harm 

caused to wildlife by criminal 
activity, and agrees the wildlife 
crime priorities for the police 
over the next few years. The 
2013 Strategic Assessment has 
recently been published on the 
NWCU website.

Six UK wildlife crime priorities 
have been identified, one of 
which is “Raptor Persecution” 
with a particular emphasis on  
the white-tailed eagle, golden 
eagle, red kite, hen harrier, 
goshawk and peregrine.  
The NWCU gathers intelligence 
from a vast range of sources to 
assess what the level of crime 
is associated with the priorities, 
and to identify the perpetrators. 

Among their conclusions is the 
following simple statement:

“Intelligence continues 
to indicate a strong 
association between raptor 
persecution and grouse 
moor management.”

Scientific evidence
A number of scientific studies 
have been published over the 
years which evidence the link 
between grouse moors and raptor 
persecution. For example, a 2012 
study, using data from nearly 
three decades of nest monitoring 
across northern England, 
found that breeding success of 
peregrines on grouse moors  

In 2012, this hen harrier was found on a grouse moor in North Yorkshire. She had been shot.
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was half that in other habitats. 
The study also found that 
confirmed and probable incidents 
of peregrine persecution 
between 1990 and 2006 across 
northern England, occurred far 
more frequently on grouse moors 
than on other habitats. The higher 
levels of breeding failure meant 
that peregrine populations on 
grouse moors were not self-
sustaining, and regional extinction 
was only prevented by more 
productive birds nesting in sites 
away from grouse moors.

A conservation framework report 
commissioned by Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) in 2008 concluded 
that some parts of Scotland no 
longer support viable populations 
of golden eagles, despite much 
suitable habitat being available. 
Persecution was found to be the 
most severe constraint on golden 
eagle populations. Incidents 
of persecution were more 
common where grouse moor 
management predominated. 
The report also concluded that 
the rarity of golden eagles in 
England is probably a result of 
persecution limiting potential 
recruits from Scotland, and of 
raptor persecution in upland areas 
of England.

The Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee (JNCC) also published 
a conservation framework report 
looking at the evidence for hen 
harriers in 2011. It also identified 
persecution as the principal 
constraint on the UK population. 
Hen harrier persecution incidents 
in Scotland were found to be 
directly related to the distribution 
of grouse moors. A significant 
negative relationship exists 
between the density of hen 
harrier persecution incidents 
and the proportion of successful 
nests on grouse moors. In 2008, 
just five successful hen harrier 

nests were recorded on driven 
grouse moors in the UK; an area 
with the potential to support 
500 pairs. The JNCC concluded 
that whilst Wales and Northern 
Ireland appeared to be on track to 
achieve favourable conservation 
status for this species, England 
was unlikely to achieve this 
unless illegal persecution was 
considerably reduced.

Focussing specifically on hen 
harriers in England, a study by 
Natural England in 2008 identified 
persecution as the prime cause  
of hen harrier disappearance.  
It found that very few harrier 
nesting attempts were successful 
on grouse moors, there was 
compelling evidence that 
persecution continued both 
during and following the breeding 
season, and that persecution 
continued to limit hen harrier 
recovery in England. Natural 
England concluded that  
“.... the critically low breeding 
numbers and patchy distribution 
of the hen harrier in England is  
a result of persecution – both  
in the breeding season, and at 
communal roosts in the winter – 
especially on areas managed  
for red grouse or with game 
rearing interests”.

RSPB incident 
recording
The conclusions of the police and 
the scientific community concur 
with records of raptor persecution 
incidents that the RSPB has been 
collating over many years. 

Analysis of raptor persecution 
incidents reported to the RSPB 
show a strong correlation with 
upland areas managed for 
grouse shooting. RSPB data 
and government poisoning 
data shows that the Yorkshire 
Dales is a particular black spot 

for persecution. Between 2003 
and 2012, the RSPB recorded 
36 confirmed incidents of raptor 
persecution in the Yorkshire 
Dales. These incidents include:  
12 poisoned red kites; four 
poisoned buzzards; four shot 
peregrines; three shot red  
kites; two shot buzzards; a shot 
hen harrier; a shot kestrel and 
three other trapped raptors.  
In addition there were four 
incidents involving the discovery 
of poisoned baits and a number 
of dogs were also poisoned. 

The breeding statistics for this 
area are also shocking. During 
this period, there were at least 
seven failed hen harrier breeding 
attempts on grouse moors. 
Natural England assessed that all 
but one were most likely to have 
failed due to human persecution. 
Although this area is designated 
as a Special Protection Area for 
its hen harriers, none have nested 
successfully there since 2007. 
In addition, there have been no 
successful peregrine nests on 
grouse moors in the Yorkshire 
Dales since 1998. The Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority has 
now added hen harriers to their 
biodiversity action plan and is 
working with the RSPB and other 
Protected Landscapes on a range 
of protection and engagement 
opportunities.

The evidence is clear. Criminal 
activity on grouse moors is having 
a serious impact on some of our 
most charismatic upland birds. 
Current measures have failed to 
find a solution.

It is time for the Government  
to act by introducing legislation 
that will hold grouse moor 
owners properly to account  
for the criminal actions of their 
employees.
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Where eagles dare not: raptor 
persecution in the Angus Glens

The Angus Glens are located on the edge of the 
Cairngorms National Park in the north-east of 
Scotland. Here, thousands of hectares of upland 
heather moorland are dissected by the river valleys of 
Glen Esk, Glen Lethnot, Glen Clova and Glen Prosen.

Land ownership of these hills is divided amongst 
a small number of large sporting estates, and 
increasingly intensive management for driven grouse 
shooting dominates the landscape. 

Annual bags of grouse are in the thousands, but it 
is also an area notorious for the illegal killing of birds 
of prey. In just six years, the catalogue of confirmed 
persecution incidents in this area has been appalling:

c   In 2008, a white-tailed eagle was found poisoned. 
 A poisoned buzzard, a poisoned hare bait and  
 32 meat baits placed along the boundary fence  
  of the Glenogil Estate were found during a  

follow-up search. 

c  In 2009, two buzzards and a second white-tailed  
 eagle were found poisoned on the Glenogil   
 Estate. A poisoned golden eagle and buzzard   
 were found on the Millden Estate.

c  In 2010 a poisoned red kite was found near  
 Noranside, with two poisoned buzzards and 
 adjacent pigeon baits found on the nearby   
 Glenogil Estate

c   In 2011, the shooting of a buzzard was seen  
on the Millden Estate.

c  In 2012 a satellite-tagged golden eagle was  
 caught in a spring trap, breaking both its legs,  
 on the hills above Glen Esk. The bird was then  
 apparently moved overnight and dumped under  
 a tree in Deeside. This is where it was later  
 found dead.

c   In January 2013, a tree on the Invermark Estate, 
holding the first white-tailed eagle nest in eastern 
Scotland for two hundred years, was felled.  
A satellite-tagged golden eagle was poisoned in 
the hills above Glen Lethnot in November 2013.

No-one has been prosecuted for any of  
these offences.

It is noteworthy that there have been no recent 
records of hen harrier persecution here, in an area 
that offers prime breeding habitat and plentiful 
available prey. There is a simple reason for this: there 
have been no breeding hen harriers in this area for 
many years. 

The Angus Glens are far from unique. 
Significant parts of upland Aberdeenshire,  
Moray, Inverness-shire, Perthshire and the  
Borders, as well as several other areas of Scotland 
and northern England, have seen an intensification  
of management, purely directed at producing  
ever-increasing grouse bags. In 2013 alone, as  
well as the Angus eagle incidents, two hen harriers 
and a red kite were shot, a red kite was poisoned, 
three buzzards were shot and another poisoned  
on Scottish grouse moors. These are just the ones 
we know about.

It is no coincidence that these areas are the ones 
where, year after year, the majority of victims of 
shooting, trapping and poisoning offences targeting 
birds of prey are found. Those few birds of prey that 
do try to breed, often in traditional territories, are 
rarely successful.  

Sadly, many of the owners and managers of our 
moorland areas have failed to demonstrate that they 
can restore the environmental quality of our hills and 
glens, or operate in harmony with protected birds  
of prey.



1717

Grouse moors and raptor persecution

This satellite-tagged golden eagle was found 
poisoned on a grouse moor in Glen Lethnot, 
Angus, in November 2013.
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In 1998, there were  
15 goshawk and  

4 peregrine

In 2013, there was just 
1 goshawk and  
1 peregrine

breeding territories on 
the grouse moorlands 
between Sheffield and 
the Derwent Valley.

territory.
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Raptor persecution in the Peak 
District National Park 
The Upper Derwent Valley is 
situated in the “Dark Peak”,  
the northern part of the stunning 
Peak District National Park in 
Derbyshire. The area is renowned 
for its breathtaking scenery,  
with its deep wooded valleys 
and bleak, rugged grouse moors. 
It is the perfect place to enjoy 
some of the UK’s most beautiful 
landscapes and to experience  
the great outdoors, but sadly  
not birds of prey.

Until relatively recently, the area 
was renowned for supporting 
viable populations of two iconic 
species, the goshawk and the 
peregrine falcon. However, 
both have seen catastrophic 
declines in an area where the 
predominant land use is grouse 
moor management. Persecution 
incidents are numerous. Criminal 
convictions for bird of prey-related 
crimes have demonstrated a  
link with game shooting. All this 
takes place within a National Park 
that attracts around 10 million 
visitors annually.

Goshawk
The goshawk was exterminated as 
a breeding species in Britain by the 
late nineteenth century, as a result 
of deforestation and persecution. 
The species began breeding again 
in the late 1960s, and by 2008 a 
total of 439 pairs were estimated 
to breed in the UK.

In the Peak District National 
Park, goshawks have been 
inextricably linked to the Upper 
Derwent Valley, where they first 
successfully bred in 1966. In 
the late 1970s, the Peak District 
population constituted a third 
of the known British breeding 
population. By 1998, the area of 
moors to the west of Sheffield, 
stretching into the Derwent Valley,  
held 15 breeding territories. 
However, from 2001 the 
population began to crash, initially 
from the area near Sheffield and 
then, from 2006, in the Derwent 
Valley. In 2013, there was only  
one territory left in this entire area.

Away from the grouse moors, in 
the south of the Peak District, this 
species is still doing well, with  
13 known breeding pairs. 

Peregrine
The UK peregrine population 
reached an all-time low in 1963, 
due initially to illegal persecution 
and from the 1950s, to the effects 
of organochlorine insecticides 
that caused increased adult 
mortality and a decline in breeding 
performance as a result of 
eggshell thinning.

The banning of harmful 
insecticides and a campaign  
of nest protection has seen  
the peregrine population recover, 
with 1,437 pairs in the UK by 

2002. The breeding population is 
now at an all-time high.

Recolonisation of the Peak District 
National Park began in the Upper 
Derwent Valley with the first 
successful breeding in 1984 after 
a 24 hour protection scheme had 
been instigated. By 1998, there 
were four territorities between 
Sheffield and the Derwent Valley. 

However, from 2001 the 
population in the Dark Peak began 
to crash and, as with the goshawk, 
this began on the moorlands to the 
west of Sheffield, before spreading 
to the Upper Derwent Valley from 
2006. By 2013, there was only one 
territorial pair left in this area, and 
that nesting attempt failed. 

Many traditional and highly 
suitable territories are now devoid 
of birds, leaving the species on 
the verge of extinction in the 
Dark Peak. Away from the grouse 
moors, the population has been 
expanding annually to the current 
level of 28 pairs, with limestone 
quarries being particularly favoured 
nest sites.

The table overleaf details all the 
persecution incidents known to 
the RSPB that have taken place 
in the Derwent Valley between 
2001 and 2013. The two criminal 
convictions involved gamekeepers 
employed by tenants of the 
National Trust. 

Grouse moors and raptor persecution

In 1998, there were  
15 goshawk and  

4 peregrine

In 2013, there was just 
1 goshawk and  
1 peregrine
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Timeline of events in the Derwent Valley 2001–2013

2001 Five successful goshawk nests fledged 12 young.

2002 All five goshawk nests failed in suspicious circumstances.

2003 Gamekeeper prosecuted for destroying a goshawk nest in 2002. His diary showed extensive  
persecution of peregrines and goshawks had been taking place in the valley.

2004 Nest prospecting hen harriers disturbed; buzzard found with broken legs.

2005 Buzzard found poisoned with strychnine; peregrine chicks dead in suspicious cicumstances.

2006 Peregrine and raven found shot; two breeding male hen harriers disappear in suspicious circumstances;  
goshawk chicks vanish with evidence that the tree has been climbed.

2007 Trap baited with a dead squirrel near a goshawk nest. 

2008 Pair of nest-prospecting hen harriers vanish.

2010 Gamekeeper prosecuted for using cage trap to take raptors; peregrine nest shot out. 

2011 Three fully fledged juvenile goshawks found dead close to nest tree.

2012 Goshawk nest containing four eggs destroyed.

2013 Goshawk nest fails due to deliberate human interference.

In the Derwent Valley in 2012 a goshawk nest containing four eggs was destroyed.
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As a result of the level of 
persecution incidents, a bird 
of prey group was formed in 
2007 involving the Moorland 
Association, Peak District National 
Park Authority, National Trust, 
Natural England, the RSPB 
and the Raptor Group. They 
agreed targets to improve the 
populations and productivity of 
three key species associated with 
the Special Protection Area (SPA) 
designation (peregrine, merlin and 

short-eared owl) by 2015.
  
The group employs a project 
officer who liaises with both 
raptor workers and gamekeepers, 
in order to record population 
figures for these species. 
However, persecution incidents 
have continued and the peregrine 
population has further decreased.

Although there has been some 
signs of improvement on the 

National Trust estate in 2014 
with a peregrine nest and a 
hen harrier nest both fledging 
young, it is clear that prosecuting 
gamekeepers and ongoing 
dialogue with stakeholders 
has so far failed to tackle the 
problem. The RSPB believes that 
licensing driven grouse moors is 
a necessary next step to bring 
about a change in the fortunes of 
our magnificent birds of prey in 
areas such as the Derwent Valley.

Grouse moors and raptor persecution
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What deterrent?
Raptor persecution offences 
on driven grouse moors are 
typically committed in remote 
and unpopulated locations. 
The chances of offences being 
detected are very low, and 
the chances of gathering the 
necessary evidence to prosecute 
those responsible are even lower. 
Gamekeepers are often legally 
well-represented in court, rarely 
lose their employment when 
convicted and fines are sometimes 
paid by their employer. In no case 
involving the prosecution of a 
gamekeeper has it been possible 
to prosecute an agent or employer 
for directing or allowing the 
offences to take place. 

In the case of some wildlife 
crime, such as egg collecting, 
a court may have the benefit of 
being presented with the details 

of many years of offending. In 
these circumstances, courts have 
been able to impose meaningful 
custodial sentences. With raptor 
persecution, courts are normally 
dealing with a single event in 
isolation, and even more serious 
cases involving highly experienced 
head gamekeepers are typically 
dealt with by way of a moderate 
fine. The table below shows 
the punishments handed out to 
gamekeepers employed on grouse 
moors since 2000.

Driven grouse shooting is a multi-
million pound business with huge 
investments made to produce 
high densities of red grouse for 
shooting clients. Shooting typically 
costs around £150 for a brace 
of red grouse, and individual 
shooters can expect to pay £2,000 
to £3,000 for a day’s shooting. 

With these sums of money 
involved, is it not surprising that 
the fines and other punishments 
currently handed out to convicted 
gamekeepers form no meaningful 
deterrent to errant sporting estates. 

The RSPB believes it is the 
shooting industry as a whole, 
not individual gamekeepers, 
that is primarily responsible for 
raptor persecution in the UK. 
Unless prosecutions can result in 
meaningful deterrents for those in 
charge, there seems little likelihood 
of the shooting industry changing 
its behaviour. Licensing driven 
grouse moors and withdrawing 
the right of an estate to supply 
shooting services for a fixed  
period following any conviction  
for wildlife offences could provide  
the deterrent that will stop the 
illegal killing.

Year of 
conviction Offence(s) Punishment

2001 Shooting a hen harrier £2,000

2003 Setting poletrap and trapping a short-eared owl £200

2003 Using a pole trap, possession of dead short-eared owl £200

2004 Poisoning 23 raptors and placing posioned bait £5,500

2004 Destroying eggs of a goshawk, disturbance and possession of equipment  
to commit offences

3 months jail suspended for 2 years

2005 Shooting a short-eared owl £500

2006 Shooting two buzzards £200

2006 Possession of a firearm capable of shooting a hen harrier and trespassing 
with a firearm

£500

2007 Possession of carbofuran and placing a poisoned bait 220 hours Community Service 

2008 Permitting use of five raptor traps (cage traps baited with live pigeons) £1,250

2008 Using raptor trap (cage trap baited with live pigeon) £100

2008 Using two raptor traps (cage traps baited with live pigeons) 12 months conditional discharge

2008 Eight pesticide offences (including strychnine and alphachloralose) £750

2008 Taking buzzard in cage trap and welfare offence £300

2010 Laying poison bait (carbofuran) £800

2011 Possession of 10.5 kgs carbofuran £3,300

2011 Possession of a dead red kite £1,500

2011 Using raptor trap (cage trap with live pigeon), taking a sparrowhawk & four 
animal welfare offences

Community Order: 100 hours  
unpaid work 

2012 Killing four buzzards 100 hours Community Service 

2013 Setting a pole trap (twice) £250

Grouse moors and raptor persecution
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Case studies
Despite the hard work of our investigations team 
and of numerous Wildlife Crime Officers up and  
down the country, bird crimes still take place.  
The figures are sobering. 

76 individual birds and other animals were 
confirmed illegally poisoned in 2013 – more than 
double the figure from last year. Victims included 
30 buzzards, 20 red kites, a golden eagle and a 
white-tailed eagle.

68 confirmed incidents involved the shooting  
or destruction of birds of prey. Victims included 
two hen harriers, two marsh harriers and five 
peregrines.

Egg collecting incidents continue to decline but 
2013 included one robbery from 50 nests in a  
little tern colony.

To illustrate the enforcement response to these 
crime statistics, we provide some case studies 
which include gamekeepers convicted of 
poisoning and trapping offences, a prison officer 
convicted for selling eggs of rare species, and  
a falconer convicted of wildlife trade offences.

23
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Poisoning  Case studies

Dying buzzard reveals  
gamekeeper’s pesticide store
A “shockingly irresponsible” poisoning led to 
the discovery of enough illegal chemicals to kill 
about 10,000 buzzards.

On 18 June 2013, at Stranraer Sheriff Court, 
Peter Finley Bell pleaded guilty to four charges 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Bell 
admitted poisoning a buzzard using carbofuran, and 
possession of a further 192 g – enough to kill about 
a sixth of the Scottish buzzard population. He was 
fined £2,450 and £1,400 respectively (reduced from 
£3,500 and £2,000, to reflect his guilty plea). He 
also pleaded guilty to possession of strychnine and 
alphachloralose, and was fined £300 on each charge.

The case began on 23 December 2012, on 
Glasserton Home Farm, Whithorn, part of the  
4500-acre Glasserton and Phsygill Estates, where 
Bell is the sole gamekeeper. A member of the local 
raptor study group noticed something flapping on 
the ground, in a field near a pheasant release pen.  
It was a buzzard, dying on its back, beside a 
pheasant carcass. The police were called, and they 
collected both birds later that afternoon. Analysis 
by the Scottish Rural College and the Science and 
Advice for Scottish Agriculture (SASA), showed that 

the buzzard had been in good condition, but that 
both birds contained carbofuran.

When police and Scottish Government officers 
searched Bell’s home address on 5 March 2013,  
they recovered 10 bottles and bags containing 
carbofuran, strychnine and alphachloralose. 

Bell has been an estate employee since the 1970s. 
He admitted to police that he had possessed 
carbofuran for many years, and used it to poison 
buzzards. He admitted setting the pheasant bait in 
the field. He confirmed that he used the strychnine 
for mole killing, and knew that it was illegal to 
buy and use. Furthermore, Bell said that he had 
inherited the alphachloralose from his uncle, also a 
gamekeeper, and knew it was illegal to possess. 

Craig Harris, Procurator Fiscal, Wildlife and 
Environment, said: “The killing of this buzzard 
was considered and deliberate criminality. The 
laying of bait laced with carbofuran was shockingly 
irresponsible conduct. It was compounded by the 
stocks of other illegal poisons. The law protects wild 
birds, and those who seek to poison them can fully 
expect to be brought before the courts.”

In 2013, there were 74 reported incidents of wildlife poisoning and 
pesticide-related offences. This is slightly lower than the 79 incidents  
in 2012, and below the average for the last five years.

Poisoning

There were 48 incidents where abuse of a pesticide 
was confirmed by analysis of the victim and/or bait 
(2008–2012 average of 62 confirmed abuse incidents). 
The confirmed abuse incidents in 2013 involved the 
poisonings of at least 76 individual birds or other 
animals.This figure is markedly higher than the 
previous year, when at least 29 birds or other animals 
were confirmed to have been poisoned.

In addition to the 48 confirmed pesticide abuse 
incidents, there were also four confirmed incidents  
of illegal possession of pesticides connected with 
wildlife poisoning. There were 38 confirmed incidents 
of dead birds of prey containing second generation 
rodenticides. Some of these led directly to death,  

but in other cases they contained sub-lethal levels and 
the birds died from other causes.  

Examining which pesticide was involved in each of the 
confirmed abuse incidents revealed that trends from 
previous years still prevailed. Carbofuran was the most 
commonly abused pesticide with 19 confirmed incidents, 
despite being banned since 2001. Bendiocarb closely 
followed with 16 incidents. 

All wildlife poisoning data is supplied by the UK 
government. The RSPB is the only agency to present the 
pesticide analysis data in a standardised format to reflect 
actual wildlife crime incidents. There may be some minor 
variation on how data is presented by other agencies.
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Peter Finley Bell possessed enough carbofuran to kill around 10,000 buzzards.
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Shooting and destruction 
of birds of prey 

Of the 164 reports, 68 were confirmed and 27  
were probable. The most commonly reported  
crime was shooting, with 88 reports of incidents 
involving the shooting or attempted shooting of 
raptors and owls. Of these, 43 were confirmed  
and a further 13 were probable.

In 2013, there were 164 reported incidents of illegal shooting, trapping 
and nest destruction of birds of prey (see Appendix I). This is lower  
than the 210 incidents reported in 2012, and lower than the last  
five-year average. However, the number of confirmed incidents  
was 68, which is higher than the last five year average (2008–2012 
average of 53 confirmed incidents).

There were seven reported incidents (two 
confirmed) relating to destruction of birds of prey 
nests, eggs or chicks, 47 reported incidents  
(24 confirmed) in relation to the illegal trapping  
of birds of prey and a further 52 reported incidents 
of other offences. 

Shooting and destruction of birds of prey   Case studies

Buzzard basher escapes jail
not been for his ill health he would have considered 
jailing him.

On 11 February 2013, a local naturalist found three 
live buzzards in a cage trap at Whinfell Plantation, 
Penrith, Cumbria. The trap was on land used by 
the Cliburn shoot, which leases the rights from the 
Lowther Estate.

Later that day, the RSPB Investigations department 
was informed about the trap. Investigations officers 
Alan Firth and Howard Jones went to the site the 
next day. Three buzzards were still in the trap. One 
looked unwell, so they immediately released it.

They installed a covert camera to determine 
whether the operator would release the buzzards as 
bycatch species, as required by law.

As the investigators were leaving, Burne arrived 
and told them he would release the buzzards once 
they had gone. On returning to the trap later that 
afternoon, the investigators found the trap was 
empty, but still set.

The camera footage showed that Burne had killed 
both buzzards by repeatedly striking them with 

Burne was filmed by the RSPB clubbing two  
buzzards to death in a crow trap.

Leniency due to ill health was possibly all that 
stood between a buzzard killer and prison 
on 8 July 2013 at Carlisle Magistrate’s Court. 
Instead, gamekeeper Colin Burne, who had been 
filmed clubbing birds of prey to death, received 
suspended sentences.

Burne, of Winters Park, Penrith pleaded guilty to 
killing the two buzzards, killing five more before 
this date, and going equipped with a wooden stick 
to kill the birds. He received a 70-day jail sentence, 
concurrent on each charge, suspended for 12 
months. In sentencing, the judge stated that had it 
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Shooting and destruction of birds of prey   Case studies

a wooden club, just four minutes after the RSPB 
staff had left the area. 

Cumbria Police WCO PC Helen Branthwaite was 
informed. On 14 February, the RSPB helped PC 
Branthwaite search around the trap location. A total 
of 10 dead buzzards were found close by, and five 
were freshly killed. None of the dead birds matched 
the two killed by Burne on camera. 

Burne was questioned about the trap. When he was 
shown the covert video footage, he fully accepted 
killing both birds and a number of other buzzards 
during the previous five years. He later revealed the 

location of the bodies of the two dead buzzards that 
he had killed. 

RSPB Head of Investigations Bob Elliot commented: 
“Buzzards are magnificent birds and their presence in 
the countryside brings pleasure to many people. This 
case confirms the urgent need to tighten up the use of 
crow cage traps to ensure that protected species, such 
as buzzards, are not targeted as a matter of routine.”

PC Helen Branthwaite added: “This was a despicable 
crime, in which someone in a position of trust as a 
gamekeeper trapped buzzards and then later came 
back to kill them.”

Gamekeeper convicted of  
pole trapping offence
Following covert surveillance by the RSPB, a 
part-time gamekeeper has been convicted of 
using a pole trap near his pheasant release pen 
in Herefordshire.

On 9 December 2013, at Herefordshire Magistrates 
Court, Wayne Edward Priday of Leintwardine, 
Herefordshire, pleaded guilty to setting a spring trap 
in August 2013 which was calculated to cause bodily 
injury to a wild bird. This is contrary to Section 5(1)
(a) Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. He was fined 
£375 and ordered to pay £170 costs.

On 7 August 2013, RSPB Investigation Officers 
visited a pheasant release pen near Elton to the 
west of Ludlow, Shropshire. Nearby, they discovered 
a spring trap on top of a post and camouflaged with 
moss. These devices, commonly called pole traps, 
have been banned since 1904. Spring traps can 
legally be used to control certain small mammals, 
but they have to be set under cover to prevent  
non-target animals from being put at risk. When 
illegally used as pole traps, they are normally 
targeted at birds of prey which use elevated 
positions as a vantage point when hunting. These 
traps can cause severe leg injuries, and birds 
typically die as a result of their injuries. During 
previous visits to the area, RSPB staff had located  
a goshawk nest, very close to the trapping site,  
with two recently fledged young in the vicinity.  
It is believed this species was the most likely target, 
though a number of raptor species were seen in the 
area, including red kites.

RSPB staff made the trap safe, and set up covert 
surveillance to monitor those responsible. The 
following morning, the surveillance camera filmed 
Priday arriving at the site in his vehicle and visiting 
the sprung pole trap. Clearly puzzled that the trap 
had been sprung, Priday eventually unfastened 
the spring trap and took it away in his vehicle. 
RSPB Investigators returned to the site to find the 
spring trap missing and undertook further covert 
surveillance to establish the registration details 
Priday’s vehicle. The investigators then contacted 
West Mercia Police, who executed a warrant at his 
home address. The police visited the trapping site, 
and seized the pole and other items. Later, they 
interviewed Priday. He eventually accepted setting 
the trap, though he claimed it was for squirrels.
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Confirmed bird of prey and owl shooting, destruction and poisoning 
incidents 2013

Note: the number of mapped incidents is fewer than the number reported, as not all incidents can be 
allocated a grid reference. Where more than one incident occurred in the same 10 km grid square, the 
relevant symbols have been moved slightly for clarity.
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Egg collecting 
and disturbance
In 2013, there were 14 reported incidents of egg collecting and egg 
thefts, and two reports of eggs being sold. This is lower than the 
combined egg collecting and egg sale total of 31 incidents reported in 
2012, and below the last five-year average of 51 incidents (2008–2012)
There were three confirmed and four probable 
nest robberies from Schedule 1 species reported 
in 2013 (see Appendix V). These involved both egg 
collecting incidents and eggs and chicks taken for 
the live bird trade. Confirmed robberies involved the 
nests of goshawks, stone-curlews and at least 50 
little terns. Probable robberies involved the nests of 
peregrines and a goshawk.

These relatively low figures are a good sign, and 
confirm that since the early 1990s the number of 
egg collecting incidents has significantly reduced, 
particularly since 2000, when custodial sentences 
were introduced

In 2013, there were also 14 reported incidents of 
photography and disturbance of Schedule 1 species, 
(2008–2012 average of 34 incidents).

Big reward for little tern robbery
In the early hours of 19 June 2013, the little  
tern breeding colony at Crimdon Beach,  
Co Durham, was attacked by egg thieves.  
They stole more than 50 of the 65 clutches of 
eggs. The Teesmouth Bird Club and the RSPB, 
working closely with Durham Constabulary, 
offered a reward of £2,000 for information 
leading to conviction of the egg thieves.

Wardens arrived at the colony early on 19 June, 
and immediately realised something was wrong 

from the behaviour of the terns. They noticed many 
human footprints inside the fenced areas of the 
beach containing the nests and eggs. Many of the 
eggs, which were nearly due to hatch, had vanished.

The colony is regionally significant, as it held about 
110 breeding pairs in 2012, a season that saw low 
productivity due to natural predation. In 2013, only 
65 pairs returned, and this incident was a major set 
back for a species that is declining nationally.

The Crimdon Beach little tern colony is regionally significant.

Little tern by E
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The UK’s largest and most significant 
investigation of illegal trading of birds’ eggs, 
which started in 2008, came to a dramatic end, 
as prison officer Keith Liddell changed his plea  
in mid-trial. 

On 15 March 2013, during the second week of trial 
at Inverness Sheriff Court, 53-year-old Keith Liddell, 
of Holm Dell Drive, Inverness, pleaded guilty at 
Inverness Sheriff Court to 13 of the16 charges 
he faced. He admitted 11 charges under Control 
of Trade in Endangered Species (Enforcement) 
Regulations 1997 (COTES), relating to the purchase, 
sale and offering for sale of birds’ eggs, and two 
charges under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
relating to the possession of 338 birds’ eggs. Eggs 
found were from many species of high conservation 
concern, including Egyptian vultures, lesser kestrels, 
ospreys, black-throated diver, and Slavonian grebes. 
Liddell was sentenced to 220 hours of Community 
Service over a nine month period.

The case come to light in August 2008, when the 
employer of a man named Seed noticed e-mails 
relating to the trading in birds’ eggs. Seed’s house 
was raided in February 2009 and more than 2,000 
eggs were discovered. The RSPB examined the 
collection, data and other items. There were around 
6,000 e-mails, and more than two-thirds of these 
were correspondence with Liddell. Scanning through 
the e-mails, it was soon apparent there were two 
individuals in Scotland, plus others in the USA, who 
were actively exchanging eggs with Seed.

Seed later pleaded guilty to 17 charges relating to 
possession, trading and smuggling of birds’ eggs 
and received a nine-month suspended jail sentence. 

The pace of follow-up enquiries in Scotland was 
initially a little frustrating. However, on 24 June 
2009, Northern Constabulary raided Liddell’s 
home in Inverness, whilst Lothian and Borders 
Police targeted another address. The Scottish 
authorities were highly fortunate that Mr Seed, 
following a warning from Durham Constabulary, 
had not contacted either of these individuals in the 
intervening four months. In Lothian and Borders, 
nearly 12,000 birds’ eggs were seized. This led to 
a suspect appearing on petition facing 21 charges. 
Unfortunately, for reasons not explained, the case 
was later discontinued. 

At Liddell’s home, 2,307 birds’ eggs were found. 
Most had been hidden behind a bookcase in his loft. 
The RSPB catalogued the eggs and some additional, 
related material, and it appeared Liddell had 
compiled his collection from several sources. Eggs 
had been obtained by exchange and also by direct 
purchase, with £225 apparently paid for a European 
black vulture egg. Data showed eggs had been taken 
between the nineteenth century and 2007. E-mails 
on Liddell’s computer contained offers to trade eggs 
with Seed and two men in the US.

The RSPB prepared intelligence packages on 
suspects in the US, Sweden, Australia and South 
Africa, after examining evidence from the three 
cases. This led to the seizure of more than 6,000 
eggs from three addresses in Sweden. Evidence 
gathered from this raid led to the seizure of more 
than 10,000 eggs in Finland.

In late 2011, the Liddell enquiry was taken over 
by Procurator Fiscal Kate Fleming of the recently-
formed Wildlife and Environmental Crime Unit. 
Her determined efforts and attention to detail 
were instrumental in this case progressing to 
court. Following several days of legal argument 
and evidence from a number of witnesses, Liddell 
offered pleas on most charges and agreed to forfeit 
his entire collection. In sentencing Liddell, Sheriff 
Gordon Fleetwood said “This is a direct alternative to 
prison. I have to take into account the number of and 
seriousness of the charges and that you were aware 
that your activities were criminal, and balance that 
with your previous good character.”

Egg collecting and disturbance  Case studies

WCO PC Aros Mathieson with eggs seized 
from Liddell

Egg trader cracks 
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Trade in wild birds and taxidermy  Case studies

Trade in wild birds 
and taxidermy
In 2013, there were 72 reported incidents involving the taking, sale and 
possession of live and dead birds (2008–2012 average of 134 incidents). 
As with previous years, the majority of the 2013 incidents were cases 
of taking, selling and possessing live non-birds of prey (mostly finches), 
accounting for 36 incidents. There were 29 incidents involving birds of 
prey and seven incidents of illegal taxidermy. The 2013 figures do not 
include the full annual data set usually provided by the RSPCA, as data 
has been delayed. As a result, some figures, in particular those for theft, 
sale and possession of non-bird of prey species will be lower. 

Falconer convicted of bird of  
prey offences
A north Somerset falconer was convicted of 
seven wildlife trading offences regarding the 
illegal display and trade in birds of prey.

On 2 July 2013, at Weston-Super-Mare Magistrates 
Court, Andrew McManus-Dunkley was found guilty 
of six charges of the prohibited display and one 
charge of the prohibited sale of birds protected under 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES). He was also issued a confiscation 
order for five birds, and fined £7,000 and ordered to 
pay £620 in costs, to be paid in 12 months.

McManus-Dunkley owns Banwell Falconry at 
Smallway, Congresbury, near Bristol. It offers “hawk 
walks” and “bird experiences” as well as hunting 
days and wedding displays. McManus-Dunkley also 
breeds and sells birds from the premises.

In August 2011, Banwell Falconry was visited by 
Wildlife Inspectors from the Animal Health and 
Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA) and Police 
WCOs. The visit was arranged after concerns 
about birds being sold and used commercially in 
contravention of the Control of Trade in Endangered 
Species (Enforcement) Regulations 1997 (COTES).
Birds including a peregrine, a buzzard, four 
eagle owls and a tawny owl were being used 
commercially. In addition, investigations revealed 

that McManus-Dunkley had sold an eagle owl 
without the necessary European documentation.

Speaking after his court appearance, Detective 
Inspector Nevin Hunter, then Head of the National 
Wildlife Crime Unit, said: “The actions of this man 
have undermined the activities of all falconers 
who comply with the regulations. Birds of prey 
are protected from illegal exploitation and it is vital 
that the police work with our partner agencies 
to reassure the public that we take the matter of 
wildlife crime seriously.”

Eagle owls were being used commercially, in 
contravention of endangered species legislation.
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Prosecutions  Case studies

Prosecutions in 2013 
The RSPB maintains a record of prosecutions involving offences against 
wild birds. In 2013, the RSPB was involved with or informed of the 
prosecutions of 32 individuals, including prosecutions taken by the 
Crown Prosecution Service, Procurator Fiscal, the RSPCA and SSPCA. 
Most of these individuals were convicted on one or more charges. The 
32 prosecutions involved at least 139 charges, the majority of which 
were charges under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the 
Control of Trade in Endangered Species (Enforcement) Regulations 
1997. Of these, 118 charges resulted in a guilty outcome (85%). Fines 
for the year totalled £21,285 and four people were awarded custodial 
sentences (two of which were suspended sentences).

Gamekeeper convicted of  
setting a pole trap
Following RSPB covert surveillance, a 
gamekeeper from North Yorkshire was convicted 
of setting a pole trap after an initial report from 
the League Against Cruel Sports (the League). 

On 10 December 2013, Ryan Christopher Waite, 
employed by the Swinton Estate, near Healey, North 
Yorkshire, pleaded guilty to setting a spring trap on 
two separate occasions in May and June 2013. It 

Waite caught on camera re-setting his illegal trap
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Prosecutions   Case studies

was calculated to cause bodily injury to a wild bird; 
contrary to Section 5(1)(a) Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981. Waite was fined £250 and ordered to  
pay £105 costs.

On 31st May 2013, officers from the League 
discovered a set spring trap on top of an isolated 
tree stump on the edge of a clearing within a 
plantation on the Swinton Estate. Spring traps can 
legally be used to control certain small mammals. 
However, they have to be set under cover to avoid 
non-target animals from being caught. A spring trap 
placed in this manner is commonly referred to as 
a “pole trap”. Pole traps have been banned since 
1904 and are synonymous with the trapping of birds 
of prey, which use elevated positions as a vantage 
point when hunting. On this occasion there was 
insufficient evidence to prove that birds of prey  
had been the intended victims.

The League reported the incident to the RSPB 
Investigations team, who visited the location on  
2 June. The team installed a covert surveillance 
camera, and made the trap safe. On 4 June 2013, 
the covert surveillance filmed Waite placing the 
spring trap back on top of the stump and re-setting 
the trap. Waite was again filmed passing the set trap 
on 6 June before removing the trap on 12 June.  
During the surveillance period, several incidences 

of birds landing on the stump were recorded, but 
fortunately no birds were caught. 

The evidence was taken to North Yorkshire Police. 
A warrant was executed at Waite’s address by the 
police and assisted by the RSPB. The spring trap 
used by Waite for the pole trap was found at Waite’s 
property. Waite was then arrested and admitted 
under police interview to setting the trap on two 
separate occasions, though he claimed he was 
actually trying to trap squirrels. However, not a 
single squirrel was recorded in his vermin records 
for 2013.

Although he entered a guilty plea to illegally setting 
the trap on two occasions, Waite denied it was 
for birds of prey. On 13 February 2013, a Newton 
Hearing was held in order to try to establish intent. 
The court ruled that Waite had been reckless in 
setting the trap.

The pole trap set by Waite on the Swinton Estate
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Appendix I
Incidents reported to the RSPB 2008-2013

The table shows the number of incidents reported to the RSPB each year, for the categories specified.

In 2009, the RSPB ceased recording certain categories of incidents, such as the shooting and destruction  
of non-bird of prey species. The figures supplied do not therefore give a total figure for wild bird crime in  
the UK and are not comparable with figures provided for years prior to 2009. 

Note that the 2013 figures do not include the full annual dataset usually included from the RSPCA (the  
data has been delayed, but should be included retrospectively next year). As a result, the figures for 2013 
will be lower than the true total, in particular for categories involving the taking, sale and possession of  
non-bird of prey species.

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Shooting and destruction of birds of prey 235 284 242 209 210 164

Taking,sale and possession of birds of prey 48 76 38 36 25 29

Poisoning and use of poisoned baits 127 157 125 101 79 74

Import and export of live or dead birds 1 9 2 0 2 1

Taking, sale and possession of non-bird of prey species 70 109 65 84 66 36

Possession of dead wild birds or taxidermy 5 16 12 13 6 7

Egg collecting and egg thefts 39 65 43 33 25 14

Sale of eggs 24 10 2 5 7 2

Photography and disturbance 31 44 49 18 26 14

Total 580 770 578 499 446 341

UK breakdown for above incident types in 2013: Count

England 216

Scotland 73

Wales 28

Northern Ireland 19

United Kingdom 5

Total 341

The data above was extracted on 13 August 2014 and was accurate at the time of extraction. However, the data is constantly being updated, so reported 
incident totals for previous years may have changed due to a number of belated reports or additional information received after the published date for 
Birdcrime of that year. 

Birdcrime 2013  Appendices
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Appendix II
Regional breakdown of incidents reported in 2013
Region County BoP Other Total
Eastern England Cambridgeshire 6 8 14

Essex 5 8 13
Hertfordshire 4 1 5
Lincolnshire 9 1 10
Norfolk 14 4 18
Suffolk 6 2 8
Unspecified 1 0 1

Total 45 24 69
Central England Buckinghamshire 4 1 5

Derbyshire 6 0 6
Herefordshire 5 2 7
Northamptonshire 2 1 3
Nottinghamshire 4 3 7
Oxfordshire 5 1 6
Rutland 0 1 1
Shropshire 4 1 5
Staffordshire 2 1 3
Warwickshire 1 0 1
West Midlands 3 6 9
Worcestershire 1 1 2

Total 37 18 55
Northern England Cheshire 4 1 5

County Durham 13 5 18
Cumbria 8 2 10
East Riding of Yorkshire 6 1 7
Greater Manchester 4 2 6
Isle of Man 1 0 1
Lancashire 13 3 16
Merseyside 1 0 1
Middlesbrough 1 0 1
North Lincolnshire 1 0 1
North Yorkshire 23 3 26
Northumberland 13 3 16
Redcar and Cleveland 0 1 1
South Yorkshire 5 2 7
Tyne and Wear 0 2 2
West Yorkshire 8 5 13
York City 1 1 2

Total 82 31 113
South East England East Sussex 3 1 4

Greater London – Barnet 1 0 1
Greater London – Bromley 0 1 1
Greater London – Redbridge 0 1 1
Hampshire 7 3 10
Isle of Wight 1 0 1
Kent 2 5 7
Reading 1 1 2
Surrey 5 1 6
West Berkshire 1 1 2
West Sussex 4 1 5

Total 25 15 40

Incidents where the location was only given as “England”, “Northern Ireland”, “Scotland”, “Wales” or “United Kingdom” are not included. The regional 
breakdown in Appendix II includes all incidents reported to the RSPB. Figures of reported incidents in Appendix I are for the specified categories only, 
therefore Appendix I and II figures will not correlate. The data above was extracted on 11 August 2014 and was accurate at the time of extraction.
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Region County BoP Other Total
South West England Bristol City 2 0 2

Channel Islands 1 0 1
Devon 8 2 10
Dorset 1 0 1
Gloucestershire 1 0 1
North Somerset 0 1 1
Somerset 6 1 7
South Gloucestershire 0 1 1
Wiltshire 5 0 5

Total 24 5 29
Northern Ireland Antrim 4 0 4

Armagh 5 0 5
Down 7 2 9
Fermanagh 1 0 1
Londonderry 3 1 4
Tyrone 1 0 1

Total 21 3 24
East Scotland Aberdeen City 0 1 1

Aberdeenshire 8 2 10
Angus 12 1 13
Fife 2 2 4
Moray 1 1 2
Perth and Kinross 4 1 5

Total 27 8 35
North Scotland Highland 9 7 16

Western Isles 1 0 1
Total 10 7 17

South & West Scotland Dumfries and Galloway 4 0 4
East Dunbartonshire 1 0 1
East Lothian 1 0 1
Edinburgh City 0 1 1
Falkirk 0 1 1
North Ayrshire 1 0 1
Renfrewshire 1 0 1
Scottish Borders 9 4 13
South Ayrshire 1 0 1
South Lanarkshire 7 0 7
Stirling 5 5 10
West Dunbartonshire 0 1 1
West Lothian 0 1 1

Total 30 13 43
Wales Blaenau Gwent 0 1 1

Carmarthenshire 2 0 2
Ceredigion 5 0 5
Conwy 2 0 2
Flintshire 3 0 3
Gwynedd 2 1 3
Isle of Anglesey 0 1 1
Monmouthshire 2 1 3
Neath, Port Talbot 1 1 2
Pembrokeshire 1 0 1
Powys 17 2 19
Rhondda, Cynon, Taff 1 0 1
Vale of Glamorgan 0 1 1
Wrexham 1 1 2

Total 37 9 46
UK Overall Total 338 133 491
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Appendix III
Confirmed and probable bird of prey and owl persecution during 2013
Persecution type Month Species Confirmed Probable County

Shooting Jan Peregrine falcon 1 0 Lancashire
Feb Buzzard 2 0 East Riding of Yorkshire

Red kite 1 0 Shropshire

Sparrowhawk 1 0 Greater Manchester

Buzzard 2 0 Flintshire
Buzzard 1 0 Stirling

March Buzzard 0 1 North Yorkshire
Buzzard 1 0 Scottish Borders
Sparrowhawk 1 0 Suffolk
Short-eared owl 0 1 Isle of Wight
Buzzard 1 0 South Lanarkshire

April Kestrel 1 0 Norfolk
Buzzard 1 0 North Yorkshire
Goshawk 0 1 South Yorkshire
Buzzard 1 0 Staffordshire
Red kite 1 0 Aberdeenshire
Buzzard 0 1 Cheshire
Buzzard 1 0 West Midlands
Kestrel 0 1 Hertfordshire
Buzzard 1 0 Cambridgeshire
Buzzard 1 0 Northumberland

May Buzzard 1 0 North Yorkshire
Buzzard 1 0 Somerset
Peregrine falcon 1 0 Monmouthshire
Buzzard 0 ? South Lanarkshire
Hen harrier 1 0 Aberdeenshire
Buzzard 1 0 Powys
Peregine falcon 1 0 Monmouthshire

June Buzzard 1 0 Angus
Red kite 1 0 South Lanarkshire
Hen harrier 1 0 Moray
Buzzard 1 0 Greater Manchester

July Buzzard 4 0 Wiltshire
Buzzard 1 0 Renfrewshire
Kestrel 1 0 North Yorkshire
Sparrowhawk 0 1 West Sussex
Buzzard 0 1 East Sussex

August Red kite 1 0 South Lanarkshire
Kestrel 1 0 East Riding of Yorkshire
Peregrine falcon 1 0 Greater Manchester
Peregrine falcon 1 0 Bristol City
Sparrowhawk 1 0 Wrexham

September Buzzard 1 0 Northumberland
October Buzzard 1 0 Lancashire

Buzzard 0 2 Highland
Buzzard 0 1 Highland
Buzzard 1 0 Perth and Kinross
Buzzard 1 0 Channel Islands

November Red kite 0 1 Highland
Peregrine falcon 0 1 West Yorkshire
Red kite 1 0 West Yorkshire

December Buzzard 1 0 Highland
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Hen harrier 0 ? County Durham
Buzzard 1 0 Norfolk

Unspecified Marsh harrier 2 0 East England Region
Unspecified Birds of prey (except owls) 1 0 Undefined

Number of birds 49 12

Nest destruction January White-tailed eagle ? 0 Angus

April White-tailed eagle ? 0 Western Isles
May Eagle owl 0 4 Lancashire
July Osprey 0 ? South Lanarkshire

Number of birds ? 4

Illegal spring trapping January Birds of prey and owls ? 0 Herefordshire
February Buzzard 2 0 South Lanarkshire

Short-eared owl 1 0 South Lanarkshire
Sparrowhawk 1 0 South Lanarkshire

March Buzzard 1 0 Stirling
May Birds of prey and owls ? 0 North Yorkshire
June Birds of prey and owls ? 0 North Yorkshire
July Tawny owl 1 0 North Yorkshire

Birds of prey and owls ? 0 North Yorkshire
Birds of prey (except owls) ? 0 Fife

August Goshawk ? 0 Herefordshire
Owls ? 0 Herefordshire
Tawny owl 1 0 Hampshire

September Birds of prey (except owls) ? 0 Angus
Buzzard 0 1 Angus
Sparrowhawk 1 0 East Lothian

December Merlin 1 0 County Durham
Number of birds 9 1

Illegal trapping (other) February Buzzard 0 1 Armagh
Buzzard 2 0 Cumbria
Buzzard 5 0 Cumbria

March Buzzard 0 1 County Durham
May Buzzard 0 1 County Durham

Birds of prey (except owls) 0 ? Scottish Borders
July Birds of prey (except owls) ? 0 Fife

Birds of prey (except owls) ? 0 Angus
August Birds of prey (except owls) ? 0 Cambridgeshire

Sparrowhawk ? 0 Lincolnshire
September Buzzard 1 0 Dumfries and Galloway

Sparrowhawk ? 0 Lincolnshire
November Birds of prey (except owls) ? 0 Highland

Birds of prey (except owls) 0 ? Highland
Buzzard 0 1 Neath, Port Talbot

December Birds of prey (except owls) 0 ? Cambridgeshire
Unspecified Red kite 1 0 Perth and Kinross

Number of birds 9 4

Other May Golden eagle 0 1 Aberdeenshire
Eagle owl 0 ? Lancashire
Buzzard 0 ? South Lanarkshire
Golden eagle 0 ? Stirling

July Osprey 0 ? South Lanarkshire
September Buzzard 0 6 Merseyside
Unspecified Birds of prey (except owls) 0 ? Undefined

Number of birds ? 7

For definitions of the categories “confirmed” and “probable” please see page 8.
?: no bird found, but the most likely/known target is listed.
Items grouped by grey shading refer to one incident involving more than one species.
The data above was extracted on 11 August 2014 and was accurate at the time of extraction.
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Appendix IV
Confirmed poison abuse incidents during 2013
Month Victim Number Poison County Bait

January Cat 1 Carbofuran Angus -
February Buzzard 1 Carbofuran Norfolk -
February - B Carbofuran Angus Pigeon bait
February Red kite 1 Bendiocarb Buckinghamshire -
February Red kite 1 Alphachloralose Buckinghamshire -
March Marsh harrier 1 Carbofuran Norfolk -
March - B Carbofuran South Lanarkshire Rabbit bait
March Red kite 1 Mevinphos/phosdrin Stirling -
March Buzzard 1 Carbofuran Perth and Kinross -
March Buzzard 1 Carbofuran Londonderry -
March Red kite 1 Aldicarb Powys -
April Marsh harrier 2 Aldicarb Cambridgeshire -
April Buzzard 1 Carbofuran Perth and Kinross -
April Buzzard 2 Mevinphos/phosdrin Norfolk -
April Sparrowhawk 1 Mevinphos/phosdrin Norfolk -
April Buzzard 9 Mevinphos/phosdrin Norfolk -
April Buzzard 1 Aldicarb Down Rabbit bait
April Red kite 1 Aldicarb Down Rabbit bait
April Buzzard 2 Carbofuran Devon -
April Raven 2 Fenthion Isle and Anglesey -
April White-tailed eagle 1 Carbofuran Antrim -
April Buzzard 1 Carbofuran Antrim -
April Raven 1 Strychnine Highland -
May Sparrowhawk 1 Carbofuran Cheshire Pigeon bait
May Red kite 1 Alphachloralose North Yorkshire -
May Dog 2 Strychnine West Yorkshire -
May Raven 1 Carbofuran Cumbria -
June Red kite 1 Aldicarb Lincolnshire -
June Buzzard 1 Carbofuran Scottish Borders -
June - B Paraquat East Sussex Unidentified bird
June Red kite 1 Alphachloralose Down -
June Cat 1 Bendiocarb Essex -
June Collared dove 1 Bendiocarb Essex -
June Magpie 5 Bendiocarb Essex -
June Starling 4 Bendiocarb Essex -
July Red kite 1 Alphachloralose Surrey -
August - B Bendiocarb Powys Pheasant bait
August - B Bendiocarb Powys Pheasant bait
August - B Bendiocarb Powys Pheasant bait
August - B Bendiocarb Powys Pheasant bait
August Red kite 1 Bendiocarb Powys -
August Red kite 1 Carbofuran Antrim -
August Red kite 1 Alphachloralose Down -
September Buzzard 1 Alphachloralose Stirling -
October Buzzard 7 Bendiocarb Powys -
October Red kite 3 Bendiocarb Powys -
October Red kite 1 Bendiocarb Powys -
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October Raven 1 Bendiocarb Powys -
October Red kite 1 Bendiocarb Powys Pheasant bait
October Red kite 1 Alphachloralose North Yorkshire -
October Buzzard 2 Carbofuran Down -
November Golden eagle 1 Carbofuran Angus -
November Red kite 1 Bendiocarb, carbofuran West Yorkshire -
November Red kite 1 Carbofuran Down -

Number of victims 76

Species Number of nests Nest contents County

Goshawk 1 Chicks Derbyshire
Stone-curlew 1 Eggs Suffolk
Little tern 50+ Eggs County Durham
Total 52+

Species Number of nests Nest contents County

Goshawk 1 Chicks Wiltshire
Peregrine falcon 1 Chicks Scottish Borders
Peregrine falcon 1 Chicks Greater Manchester
Peregrine falcon 1 Chicks Northumberland
Total 4

Appendix V
Schedule 1 nest robberies during 2013

Confirmed

Probable

The data above was extracted on 13 August 2014 and was accurate at the time  
of extraction. 

“B” indicates that a bait was found, but there was no victim (or there was no toxicological confirmation that possible victims had 
actually been poisoned). Items grouped by grey shading refer to one incident involving more than one species. The data above was 
extracted on 13 August 2014 and was accurate at the time of extraction.
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Appendix VI
Wild bird related prosecutions in 2013
Date Act Section/

Reg
Charges Prosecutor Court Surname Plea Outcome Penalty 

Type
Penalty Penalty Type 2 Penalty 2 Details

7-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Cardiff Magistrates Wheadon G G CD Defendant pleaded guilty to taking 25 mallards and for possession of 35 eggs of wild birds (species 
unspecified). 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(B) 1 CPS Cardiff Magistrates Wheadon G G CD

10-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter D Defendant pleaded guilty to possessing an item capable of being used to commit an offence, and to 
taking 24 eggs of wild birds including: curlew, black-headed gull, shag, wheatear and tree sparrow. 
Also pleaded guilty to possessing 637 eggs of wild birds, including at least 36 Schedule 1 species. 
Ordered to pay £85 costs. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter G G CD 2 years

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(B) 2 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter G G CD 2 years

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(C) 6 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter G G CD 2 years

17-Jan-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 1 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Graham G G Fine £300 Defendant pleaded guilty to making a false declaration and prohibited sale of a goshawk.  Ordered to 
pay £100 costs.

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

3(1)a 1 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Graham G G

17-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 RSPCA Wirral Magistrates Platt G G CD 2 years Defendant (pigeon fancier) pleaded guilty to: possessing item(s) capable of being used to commit 
an offence (pigeon jackets, cage traps and clap net); and failing to take reasonable steps to meet the 
needs of a magpie in an unset Larsen trap. Ordered to pay £2,000 costs.

Animal Welfare Act 2006 9 & 32(2) 1 RSPCA Wirral Magistrates Platt G G CD 2 years

21-Jan-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 1 CPS Portsmouth Magistrates Mourne G G Fine £1,000 Defendant pleaded guilty to the sale of a number of barn owl chicks without appropriate licences. 
Ordered to pay £85 costs.

25-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(A) 1 CPS Bedlington Magistrates Ramsay L G G CO One month Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing a Schedule 1 wild bird (roseate tern) with young near the 
nest. Ordered to pay £75 costs. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(A) 1 CPS Bedlington Magistrates Ramsay D G G CO Three months Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing a Schedule 1 wild bird (roseate tern) with young near the 
nest. Ordered to pay £275 costs. 

28-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Dingwall Sheriff Mackay G G Fine £140 Defendant pleaded guilty to injuring a herring gull chick by repeatedly kicking it.

31-Jan-13 *Likely to be Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 but confirmation of details awaited 
from RSPCA

Details 
TBC

6 RSPCA Liverpool Magistrates Fataliev G G TBC TBC Defendant pleaded guilty to six charges linked to possession and sale of wild birds, including lesser 
redpoll, siskin, bullfinch, goldfinch, chaffinch and yellowhammer. Ordered to pay £1,000 costs.

21-Feb-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson G G CO 120 hours 
unpaid work

Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to two charges relating to killing a buzzard. The other four 
charges were dismissed. Ordered to pay £85 costs.  

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson G G CO 120 hours 
unpaid work

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson U D

Animal Welfare Act 2006 9 & 32(2) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson U D

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 2 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson U D

28-Feb-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

3(1)a 1 CPS Wigan Magistrates Horsman G G CD 12 months CO £125 Defendant pleaded guilty to the prohibited sale of two kestrels and making false statements to 
obtain Article 10 Certificates. Forfeiture order issued for the two kestrels. Ordered to pay £85 costs 
and £250 compensation.Control of Trade in Endangered Species 

(Enforcement) Reg. 1997
8(1) 1 CPS Wigan Magistrates Horsman G G CD 12 months CO £125

1-Mar-13 *Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 2 RSPCA Grimsby Magistrates Smith G G *Defendant (bird dealer) pleaded guilty to possession of a trap to take wild birds, to taking wild birds 
(sparrowhawk) and to possessing wild birds including a curlew and a rook. Also to other animal 
welfare/cruelty offences. Banned from keeping dogs and birds for at least 10 years. Full details 
including penalties awaited from RSPCA.

*Defendant pleaded guilty to taking wild birds (sparrowhawks) along with numerous animal welfare/
cruelty offences. Banned from keeping dogs and birds for at least 10 years. Full details including 
penalties awaited from RSPCA.

*Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 RSPCA Grimsby Magistrates Smith G G

*Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 RSPCA Grimsby Magistrates Ardito G G

11-Mar-13 *Likely to be Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 and Animal Welfare Act 2006

TBC 21 RSPCA Chesterfield Magistrates Yates G G Jail 18 weeks *Defendant pleaded guilty to 21 charges including keeping/sale/trapping of wild finches (details tbc) 
and causing unnecessary suffering to 52 wild birds and 76 pigeons. Ordered to pay £1,000 costs and 
banned from keeping animals for 12 years.  

15-Mar-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(B) 2 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell G G CO 220 hours Defendant (prison officer) pleaded guilty to thirteen charges, eleven relating to purchase, sale and 
offering for sale of birds' eggs, and two charges for possession of 338 birds' eggs. Species include 
several of high conservation concern including Egyptian vulture, lesser kestrel, osprey, black-throated 
diver and Slavonian grebe.  

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 11 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell G G CO 220 hours

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell NG D

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 2 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell NG D

3-Apr-13 *Details awaited but likely to include 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

tbc tbc RSPCA tbc tbc U G Jail 14 week prison * Details pending from RSPCA. Case involves illegal trapping of a bullfinch.
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7-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Cardiff Magistrates Wheadon G G CD Defendant pleaded guilty to taking 25 mallards and for possession of 35 eggs of wild birds (species 
unspecified). 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(B) 1 CPS Cardiff Magistrates Wheadon G G CD

10-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter D Defendant pleaded guilty to possessing an item capable of being used to commit an offence, and to 
taking 24 eggs of wild birds including: curlew, black-headed gull, shag, wheatear and tree sparrow. 
Also pleaded guilty to possessing 637 eggs of wild birds, including at least 36 Schedule 1 species. 
Ordered to pay £85 costs. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter G G CD 2 years

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(B) 2 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter G G CD 2 years

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(C) 6 CPS Huddersfield Magistrates Potter G G CD 2 years

17-Jan-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 1 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Graham G G Fine £300 Defendant pleaded guilty to making a false declaration and prohibited sale of a goshawk.  Ordered to 
pay £100 costs.

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

3(1)a 1 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Graham G G

17-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 RSPCA Wirral Magistrates Platt G G CD 2 years Defendant (pigeon fancier) pleaded guilty to: possessing item(s) capable of being used to commit 
an offence (pigeon jackets, cage traps and clap net); and failing to take reasonable steps to meet the 
needs of a magpie in an unset Larsen trap. Ordered to pay £2,000 costs.

Animal Welfare Act 2006 9 & 32(2) 1 RSPCA Wirral Magistrates Platt G G CD 2 years

21-Jan-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 1 CPS Portsmouth Magistrates Mourne G G Fine £1,000 Defendant pleaded guilty to the sale of a number of barn owl chicks without appropriate licences. 
Ordered to pay £85 costs.

25-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(A) 1 CPS Bedlington Magistrates Ramsay L G G CO One month Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing a Schedule 1 wild bird (roseate tern) with young near the 
nest. Ordered to pay £75 costs. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(A) 1 CPS Bedlington Magistrates Ramsay D G G CO Three months Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing a Schedule 1 wild bird (roseate tern) with young near the 
nest. Ordered to pay £275 costs. 

28-Jan-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Dingwall Sheriff Mackay G G Fine £140 Defendant pleaded guilty to injuring a herring gull chick by repeatedly kicking it.

31-Jan-13 *Likely to be Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 but confirmation of details awaited 
from RSPCA

Details 
TBC

6 RSPCA Liverpool Magistrates Fataliev G G TBC TBC Defendant pleaded guilty to six charges linked to possession and sale of wild birds, including lesser 
redpoll, siskin, bullfinch, goldfinch, chaffinch and yellowhammer. Ordered to pay £1,000 costs.

21-Feb-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson G G CO 120 hours 
unpaid work

Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to two charges relating to killing a buzzard. The other four 
charges were dismissed. Ordered to pay £85 costs.  

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson G G CO 120 hours 
unpaid work

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson U D

Animal Welfare Act 2006 9 & 32(2) 1 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson U D

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 2 CPS Scarborough Magistrates Allanson U D

28-Feb-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

3(1)a 1 CPS Wigan Magistrates Horsman G G CD 12 months CO £125 Defendant pleaded guilty to the prohibited sale of two kestrels and making false statements to 
obtain Article 10 Certificates. Forfeiture order issued for the two kestrels. Ordered to pay £85 costs 
and £250 compensation.Control of Trade in Endangered Species 

(Enforcement) Reg. 1997
8(1) 1 CPS Wigan Magistrates Horsman G G CD 12 months CO £125

1-Mar-13 *Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 2 RSPCA Grimsby Magistrates Smith G G *Defendant (bird dealer) pleaded guilty to possession of a trap to take wild birds, to taking wild birds 
(sparrowhawk) and to possessing wild birds including a curlew and a rook. Also to other animal 
welfare/cruelty offences. Banned from keeping dogs and birds for at least 10 years. Full details 
including penalties awaited from RSPCA.

*Defendant pleaded guilty to taking wild birds (sparrowhawks) along with numerous animal welfare/
cruelty offences. Banned from keeping dogs and birds for at least 10 years. Full details including 
penalties awaited from RSPCA.

*Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 RSPCA Grimsby Magistrates Smith G G

*Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 RSPCA Grimsby Magistrates Ardito G G

11-Mar-13 *Likely to be Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 and Animal Welfare Act 2006

TBC 21 RSPCA Chesterfield Magistrates Yates G G Jail 18 weeks *Defendant pleaded guilty to 21 charges including keeping/sale/trapping of wild finches (details tbc) 
and causing unnecessary suffering to 52 wild birds and 76 pigeons. Ordered to pay £1,000 costs and 
banned from keeping animals for 12 years.  

15-Mar-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(B) 2 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell G G CO 220 hours Defendant (prison officer) pleaded guilty to thirteen charges, eleven relating to purchase, sale and 
offering for sale of birds' eggs, and two charges for possession of 338 birds' eggs. Species include 
several of high conservation concern including Egyptian vulture, lesser kestrel, osprey, black-throated 
diver and Slavonian grebe.  

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 11 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell G G CO 220 hours

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell NG D

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 2 Fiscal Inverness Sheriff Liddell NG D

3-Apr-13 *Details awaited but likely to include 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

tbc tbc RSPCA tbc tbc U G Jail 14 week prison * Details pending from RSPCA. Case involves illegal trapping of a bullfinch.



44

Date Act Section/
Reg

Charges Prosecutor Court Surname Plea Outcome Penalty 
Type

Penalty Penalty Type 2 Penalty 2 Details

11-Apr-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 2 CPS Leeds Magistrates Young G G Fine £120 Defendant (falconer) pleaded guilty to offences relating to the prohibited sale of Annex A birds, and 
also failing to comply with the conditions of permits contrary to COTES 1997. Also admitted keeping 
an unregistered goshawk. Ordered to pay £100, and disqualified from keeping Schedule 4 birds for 
five years.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 7(1) 1 CPS Leeds Magistrates Young G G Fine £60

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

6 3 CPS Leeds Magistrates Young G G Fine £180

12-Apr-13 Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 16(12)(A) 1 CPS Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Crown Unsworth G D Defendant (pigeon fancier) pleaded guilty to three charges of illegally using and storing banned 
pesticide carbofuran. 

Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 16(12)(A) 3 CPS Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Crown Unsworth G G Fine £200

15-Apr-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 3 CPS Workington Magistrates Anderton NG NG Defendant (gamekeeper) was found not guilty of six charges relating to the illegal use of a cage trap 
and snares. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 11(3)(B) 3 CPS Workington Magistrates Anderton NG NG

22-May-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 28 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Fine £2,000 Defendant (falconry centre owner) was found guilty of nine of 11 counts relating to theft, fraud plus 
sale, and false declarations contrary to COTES Regulations 1997. Species involved include black kite 
and various owl species. Sentenced to 40 weeks' imprisonment suspended for 18 months plus a 
12-week curfew. Ordered to pay £6,500 costs plus £6574.25 in compensation. Control of Trade in Endangered Species 

(Enforcement) Reg. 1997
3(1)a 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Fine £2,500

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven G NG

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven G G Jail 28 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG NG

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG NG

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 26 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 40 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 40 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 20 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

CU 12 weeks

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 26 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

18-Jun-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Stranraer Sheriff Bell G G Fine £2,450 Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to four charges including killing a buzzard by carbofuran 
poisoning, and to illegal possession of carbofuran, alphachloralose and strychnine.Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 15A 3 Fiscal Stranraer Sheriff Bell G G Fine £2,000

2-Jul-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 6 CPS Weston-Super-Mare  
Magistrates

McManus-
Dunkley

G G Fine £7,000 Defendant (falconer) pleaded guilty to seven COTES offences relating to the illegal display and trade 
in birds of prey. A confiscation order was issued for five birds. Ordered to pay £620 costs.

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1985/1997

3(1) 1 CPS Weston-Super-Mare  
Magistrates

McManus-
Dunkley

G G

8-Jul-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Carlisle Magistrates Burne G G Jail 70 days  
suspended for 
12 months

Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to killing seven buzzards and the possession of a wooden 
stick as an item capable of being used to kill the birds. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 2 CPS Carlisle Magistrates Burne G G Jail 70 days  
suspended for 
12 months

15-Jul-13 Animal Welfare Act 2006 5 2 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G NSP Defendant pleaded guilty to causing unnecessary suffering to an animal by pinioning wigeon ducks 
with scissors. Also pleaded guilty to three charges of selling or offering for sale wild birds, two 
counts of causing unnecessary suffering and one of using a spring trap to catch wild birds. Species 
involved were wigeon, tufted duck and jackdaw. Banned from keeping birds for 5 years and ordered 
to pay £5,000 costs.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G Fine £200

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 6(1)(A) 3 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G Fine £300

Animal Welfare Act 2006 4(1) & 
32(1)

2 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G Fine £1,000

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 2 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD U D

Appendix VI (continued)
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11-Apr-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 2 CPS Leeds Magistrates Young G G Fine £120 Defendant (falconer) pleaded guilty to offences relating to the prohibited sale of Annex A birds, and 
also failing to comply with the conditions of permits contrary to COTES 1997. Also admitted keeping 
an unregistered goshawk. Ordered to pay £100, and disqualified from keeping Schedule 4 birds for 
five years.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 7(1) 1 CPS Leeds Magistrates Young G G Fine £60

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

6 3 CPS Leeds Magistrates Young G G Fine £180

12-Apr-13 Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 16(12)(A) 1 CPS Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Crown Unsworth G D Defendant (pigeon fancier) pleaded guilty to three charges of illegally using and storing banned 
pesticide carbofuran. 

Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 16(12)(A) 3 CPS Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Crown Unsworth G G Fine £200

15-Apr-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 3 CPS Workington Magistrates Anderton NG NG Defendant (gamekeeper) was found not guilty of six charges relating to the illegal use of a cage trap 
and snares. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 11(3)(B) 3 CPS Workington Magistrates Anderton NG NG

22-May-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 28 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Fine £2,000 Defendant (falconry centre owner) was found guilty of nine of 11 counts relating to theft, fraud plus 
sale, and false declarations contrary to COTES Regulations 1997. Species involved include black kite 
and various owl species. Sentenced to 40 weeks' imprisonment suspended for 18 months plus a 
12-week curfew. Ordered to pay £6,500 costs plus £6574.25 in compensation. Control of Trade in Endangered Species 

(Enforcement) Reg. 1997
3(1)a 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Fine £2,500

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven G NG

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven G G Jail 28 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG NG

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG NG

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 26 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 40 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 40 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

Theft Act 1968 1(1) 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 20 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

CU 12 weeks

Fraud Act 2006 1 1 CPS Gloucester Crown Beaven NG G Jail 26 weeks 
suspended for 
18 months

18-Jun-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Stranraer Sheriff Bell G G Fine £2,450 Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to four charges including killing a buzzard by carbofuran 
poisoning, and to illegal possession of carbofuran, alphachloralose and strychnine.Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 15A 3 Fiscal Stranraer Sheriff Bell G G Fine £2,000

2-Jul-13 Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1997

8(1) 6 CPS Weston-Super-Mare  
Magistrates

McManus-
Dunkley

G G Fine £7,000 Defendant (falconer) pleaded guilty to seven COTES offences relating to the illegal display and trade 
in birds of prey. A confiscation order was issued for five birds. Ordered to pay £620 costs.

Control of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) Reg. 1985/1997

3(1) 1 CPS Weston-Super-Mare  
Magistrates

McManus-
Dunkley

G G

8-Jul-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Carlisle Magistrates Burne G G Jail 70 days  
suspended for 
12 months

Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to killing seven buzzards and the possession of a wooden 
stick as an item capable of being used to kill the birds. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 2 CPS Carlisle Magistrates Burne G G Jail 70 days  
suspended for 
12 months

15-Jul-13 Animal Welfare Act 2006 5 2 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G NSP Defendant pleaded guilty to causing unnecessary suffering to an animal by pinioning wigeon ducks 
with scissors. Also pleaded guilty to three charges of selling or offering for sale wild birds, two 
counts of causing unnecessary suffering and one of using a spring trap to catch wild birds. Species 
involved were wigeon, tufted duck and jackdaw. Banned from keeping birds for 5 years and ordered 
to pay £5,000 costs.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G Fine £200

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 6(1)(A) 3 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G Fine £300

Animal Welfare Act 2006 4(1) & 
32(1)

2 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD G G Fine £1,000

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(B) 2 RSPCA Loughborough Magistrates Bowes JD U D
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2-Aug-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi R NG G NSP Defendant pleaded guilty to the killing and possession of two snipe and a red grouse.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi R NG G Fine £500

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi D NG G NSP Defendant pleaded guilty to the killing and possession of two snipe and a red grouse.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi D NG G Fine £500

10-Sep-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 1 CPS Wolverhampton Magistrates Bowen G G Fine £210 CU Six weeks Defendant pleaded guilty to the possession of four kestrel chicks. Ordered to pay £210 costs.   

3-Oct-13 Criminal Damage Act 1971 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Doncaster Magistrates Frost G G CU Six weeks CO 12 months 
supervision

Defendant pleaded guilty to taking three kestrel chicks, and was also charged with Criminal Damage. 
Ordered to pay English Heritage £50 compensation with a victim surcharge of £60. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Doncaster Magistrates Frost G G CU Six weeks CO 12 months 
supervision

27-Nov-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(B) & 
21(1)

1 CPS Brecon Magistrates Roberts G G CD 18 months Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing the young of a Schedule 1 bird (merlin). Ordered to pay £350 
costs. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(B) & 
21(1)

1 CPS Brecon Magistrates Thomas G G CD 18 months Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing the young of a Schedule 1 bird (merlin). Ordered to pay £350 
costs. 

9-Dec-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(A) 1 CPS Hereford Magistrates Priday G G Fine £375 Defendant (part-time gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to setting a pole trap, which was calculated to 
cause bodily injury to a wild bird. Ordered to pay £170 costs.

10-Dec-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(A) 2 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Waite G G Fine £250 Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to two charges of setting a pole trap. Ordered to pay £105 
costs.Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Waite NG D

*Details may be incomplete or subject to correction - full details pending from RSPCA

Key to Appendix VI

CD  Conditional Discharge  NG  Not Guilty

CO  Community Order   NP  Not Proven

CU  Curfew Order   NSP  No Separate Penalty

D  Discontinued   U  Unknown

G  Guilty 

NCA  No Case to Answer

Note that the 2013 prosecution figures do not include the full annual data set usually included from RSPCA (data has been delayed).  
As a result, the prosecution figures for 2013 will be lower than the true figure, in particular for categories involving taking, sale and 
possession of non bird of prey species. 
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2-Aug-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi R NG G NSP Defendant pleaded guilty to the killing and possession of two snipe and a red grouse.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi R NG G Fine £500

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi D NG G NSP Defendant pleaded guilty to the killing and possession of two snipe and a red grouse.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 Fiscal Kirkwall Sheriff Volpi D NG G Fine £500

10-Sep-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(2)(A) 1 CPS Wolverhampton Magistrates Bowen G G Fine £210 CU Six weeks Defendant pleaded guilty to the possession of four kestrel chicks. Ordered to pay £210 costs.   

3-Oct-13 Criminal Damage Act 1971 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Doncaster Magistrates Frost G G CU Six weeks CO 12 months 
supervision

Defendant pleaded guilty to taking three kestrel chicks, and was also charged with Criminal Damage. 
Ordered to pay English Heritage £50 compensation with a victim surcharge of £60. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(1)(A) 1 CPS Doncaster Magistrates Frost G G CU Six weeks CO 12 months 
supervision

27-Nov-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(B) & 
21(1)

1 CPS Brecon Magistrates Roberts G G CD 18 months Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing the young of a Schedule 1 bird (merlin). Ordered to pay £350 
costs. 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 1(5)(B) & 
21(1)

1 CPS Brecon Magistrates Thomas G G CD 18 months Defendant pleaded guilty to disturbing the young of a Schedule 1 bird (merlin). Ordered to pay £350 
costs. 

9-Dec-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(A) 1 CPS Hereford Magistrates Priday G G Fine £375 Defendant (part-time gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to setting a pole trap, which was calculated to 
cause bodily injury to a wild bird. Ordered to pay £170 costs.

10-Dec-13 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 5(1)(A) 2 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Waite G G Fine £250 Defendant (gamekeeper) pleaded guilty to two charges of setting a pole trap. Ordered to pay £105 
costs.Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 18(2) 1 CPS Harrogate Magistrates Waite NG D
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