
 

From: @scottishlandandestates.co.uk]  
Sent: 11 February 2017 17:18 
To: Des Thompson 
Cc: Andy Turner; Roger Burton 
Subject: Re: Sat Tag report  
 
That's great Des, 
I really appreciate the update and I'm pleased to see it will look into potential impacts of tags 
and tagging too. The results will be very interesting indeed and hopefully helpful to us all. 
 
Best regards 

 
 
 
 
From: Des Thompson  
Sent: 11 February 2017 16:58 
To:  
Cc: Andy Turner; Roger Burton 
Subject: RE: Sat Tag report  
 

 
 
I’m sorry for taking so long to get back to you on this. 
 
The work being undertaken under contract to SG and SNH, by Natural Research, is addressing 
the following questions: 
 
 
1.     What is the estimated loss of ‘young-tagged’ eagles to natural and other causes? 
 
2.     What impacts are the non-natural losses of eagles having on the population regionally 
and nationally?  
 
3.     Is there a significant spatial pattern in eagle losses?  Are losses greater in specific parts – 
regions/estates/land-uses? 
 
4.     Are these losses greater than we might expect from observed movements (i.e. are we 
losing more birds in some parts because there is a preference to be there?)? 
 
5.     Are there other evident patterns in losses – a particular time of year, or time of day when 
transmitters cease to function, or particular features or functional areas where signals are lost 
(roost sites, nest sites)? 
 
6.     How reliable are the transmitters, and what is the expected lifespan (appreciate the more 
recently fitted tags are more efficient)? 
 
7.     Is there any evidence that the tags harm the birds or influence their behaviour? 
 
8.     Additional information 
 
 
We expect to have a draft report in late February, and following peer review, the revised report 
would be published by SNH at the end of March – it would be published as a report presented 
to Ministers in response to the Cabinet Secretary’s request for this work.  The progress of the 
work has been discussed only with SG and SNH officials. 
 
Several times, you have  raised with me the issue of any evidence of harmful effects of tags on 
birds – I hope you will note that under 7. above we will have a report on this, which I hope will 
draw on international as well as UK evidence. 




